
1st Peter - Lesson 8 
1 Peter 3:1-8 

 
(1 Peter 3:1-8 NASB)  "In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your 
own husbands so that even if any of them are disobedient to the word, they 
may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives, {2} as they observe 
your chaste and respectful behavior. {3} And let not your adornment be 
merely external-- braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on 
dresses; {4} but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable 
quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God. {5} 
For in this way in former times the holy women also, who hoped in God, used 
to adorn themselves, being submissive to their own husbands. {6} Thus 
Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, and you have become her children 
if you do what is right without being frightened by any fear. {7} You husbands 
likewise, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with a weaker 
vessel, since she is a woman; and grant her honor as a fellow heir of the 
grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered. {8} To sum up, let all 
be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit;" 
 

 

Thus far in this second major section of his letter, Peter has issued instructions in 
reference to the believer’s relationships to government and employers. In the 
passage we study in this lesson Peter offers advice to husbands and wives. Such 
instructions are not uncommon in Scripture. Paul addresses the subject in three of 
his epistles. However, Peter and Paul have different approaches and emphases 
concerning the topic. 
 
The Apostle Paul gives advice to husbands and wives in Ephesians 5:22-33 and 
Colossians 3:18-19. How does Peter’s treatment of the subject differ from Paul’s? 
 
What does Peter contend might potentially occur if a believing wife assumes a 
submissive attitude toward her unsaved husband? 
 
Peter’s call to submission in the marriage relationship begins with the phrase, “in 
the same way”. Or “likewise” in the KJV and RSV. To what is Peter comparing a 
wife’s submission? 
 



Are wives called to be submissive to their husbands because they are inferior to 
them? 
 
 
Why would Peter instruct Christian wives on how to conduct themselves around 
unsaved husbands but say nothing to unsaved husbands about their treatment of 
their wives? 
 
 
Discuss the evangelism of unsaved husbands by Christian wives: 
 
 
Does verse 3 forbid the wearing of jewelry by Christian women? 
 
 
What is Peter referring to by a “gentle spirit”? 
 
 
How could a wife’s gentle spirit draw an unsaved husband to the Lord? 
 
 
What is Peter referring to as a “quiet” spirit? 
 
 
How could a wife’s quiet spirit draw her unsaved husband to the Lord? 
 
 
Why would Peter use Sarah as an example of godly submission, considering the fact 
that her husband was already a believer? 
 
 
What does the fact that a wife is to do “what is right without being frightened by 
any fear” signify? 
 
 



What things does a husband need to remember if he is to live with his wife in an 
understanding way? 

 


