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   I don’t remember when I first read The Hobbit by 
J.R.R. Tolkien, but it was in my early teen years if not 
before that. Soon after I read his Lord of the Rings trilo-
gy and enjoyed them thoroughly. I haven’t read the 
books again recently, but I might pick them up again 
soon. Even if you haven’t read (or don’t enjoy) reading 
those books I would like to draw your attention to 
something that Tolkien understands and uses to great 
effect in his books.  
   In the last weeks, we have been made aware of the 
catastrophic effects of the COVID-19 or the corona-
virus. Great and sudden damage has come upon nation 
after nation as this virus has spread. People’s lives have 
been stunted as there has been a drought for them in 
regard to regular social connections, work involvement, 
and even attendance at church. Like the rings of a tree 
that often mark seasons of difficulty we wonder how 
these days will mark and define our lives as we go for-
ward.  
   There is no doubt that through history people’s lives 
have been marked by the difficult, hard, and sorrowful 
events they experienced. In the past people would talk 
about where they were when they heard about the attack 
at Pearl Harbor, Kennedy’s assassination, and in more 
recent days the attacks on 9/11. Now the generation that 
is alive will have stories to tell in the future about what 
they were doing, what grade they might have been in, 
when the coronavirus caused the nation, in many ways, 
to just shut down and close up shop for a time.  
   But the thing that Tolkien had learned and employed 
in his writing was not the idea of catastrophe but of 
what he called “eucatastrophe.” He took a page out of 
Shakespeare’s book and made up a word. He added the 
prefix “eu” from Greek and connected it to catastrophe. 
That prefix means “good.” So now with this word 
“eucatastrophe” he looks not to the unraveling and fall-
ing apart of a situation but to a sudden good turn of 
events when the blackest night turns to brilliant morning 
and the crushing weight of evil is lifted and cast aside. 
   Tolkien was a man who rejoiced in the great 
“eucatastrophe” of human history the Incarnation of 
Jesus Christ. The story of Christ’s coming into the 
world to save sinners from their sins is the story of a 
catastrophe turned into eucatastrophe. In Tolkien’s Lord 
of the Rings the great defeat of the enemy, Sauron, 
comes about on March 25th (the day I am writing this). I 
think that Tolkien added this to his books because this is 
the day that the Christian Church has remembered the 
announcement of Gabriel to Mary recorded in Luke 
1:26-38, which is called the Annunciation 
 
 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent 
from God to a city of Galilee   
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 named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man 
whose name was Joseph,  
 of the house of David. And the virgin's name 
was Mary. And he came to her  
 and said, "Greetings, O favored one, the Lord 
is with you!" But she was  
 greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to dis-
cern what sort of greeting  
 this might be. And the angel said to her, "Do 
not be afraid, Mary, for you  
 have found favor with God. And behold, you 
will conceive in your womb  
 and bear a son, and you shall call his name 
Jesus. He will be great and  
 will be called the Son of the Most High. And the 
Lord God will give to him  
 the throne of his father David, and he will reign 
over the house of Jacob  
 forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 
end." And Mary said to the  
 angel, "How will this be, since I am a virgin?" 
And the angel answered her,  
 "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High  
 will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 
born will be called holy-  
 the Son of God. And behold, your relative Eliz-
abeth in her old age has  
 also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month 
with her who was called  
 barren. For nothing will be impossible with 
God." And Mary said, "Behold,  
 I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me ac-
cording to your word." And 
 the angel departed from her. 
 
   Mary’s child, Jesus Christ, is the Savior of the world. 
In Him God brings about life and salvation for us. Tol-
kien’s stories involve hobbits, orcs, and elves who ex-
hibit and encounter evil as they live in the lands which 
Tolkien imagined for us. The stories also include great 
events in which great victories are won when all had 
seemed lost. Tolkien gets this great theme and idea from 
the true and wondrous record of God entering into hu-
man history, into human flesh to destroy our enemies. 
Gabriel’s announcement to Mary includes the state-
ment, “For nothing will be impossible with God.” Be-
cause Tolkien knew that Jesus had come to bring salva-
tion to mankind on earth he could write about victory 
and salvation coming to Middle Earth in his books.  
   So, in these days when we hear and see the message 
of catastrophe plastered all over the place rejoice that 
we know the story of the great eucatastrophe; Jesus has 
come and lived and died for you! Thanks be to God. 
Amen.  

Eucatastrophe 
By Pastor  Dennis Norby 



 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

PLEASE READ! 

 

The church council held an online meeting on 

Thursday, April 3. As a congregation, we will 

continue to follow the guidelines of social      

distancing and will not hold any in  person 

gatherings or services at the church.  

 We will continue to live stream our Sunday 

morning worship service at 10:30am on our 

website www.gracefree.com and on the 

Grace Free Lutheran Church AFLC   

Facebook page. Please note, you do not need 

to have a Facebook account to watch the live 

stream on Facebook. We will continue to try 

to improve the quality of these broadcasts.  

 We are looking at ways to remain connected 

as a church body, whether that be through 

online gatherings, live stream, email,      

regular mail, or by phone. Please watch 

your email or check our website or    

Facebook for updates on new              

opportunities. 

 The April Quarterly Congregational     

Meeting will be an online meeting held at 

7pm on Monday, April 20. If we have an 

email address for you, you will receive an 

email with an invitation to a Zoom meeting. 

We realize that not everyone will have the 

technology available to participate in this 

meeting. However, the council believes it is 

important that we still hold this meeting 

and with the current situation, this seems to 

be the only way to make this happen. If you 

have questions regarding this, please      

contact the church office. 

 If you have not been receiving email updates 

from the church and would like to, please 

contact Sarah in the office to make sure 

your email address is added to the contact 

list. If you do not have email and would 

like phone call updates, please call the 

church and let us know. 

 You are able to give your tithes and           

offerings by sending a check in the mail or 

through online giving on our website 

www.gracefree.com/online-giving 

 We appreciate your patience as we try our 

best to adapt to the current situation. Please 

don’t hesitate to call the church if you or  

anyone you know of has a need. We have 

many people who are willing to help! 

Financial Summary 
As of 3/31/2020 
 General Fund=$28,814.05 
 Building Improvement Fund=$9,895.76 
(Sign=$1,483.23; Parking Lot=$3,250.00;      
Undesignated=$5,162.53) 
 Scholarship Fund=$4,018.09 
 Seminary Fund=$103.28 

General Fund CD=$10,199.78  
Parking Lot Fund CD=$30,000.00 
 
General Fund Average Weekly Income $4,366.09 
General Fund Average Weekly Expense $5,130.08 

 
People around the world are 
dealing with the effects of 
COVID-19. Here are some 

updates and prayer requests from our AFLC    
Missionaries and ministry partners.  
 
Brazil- Jonathan & Tamba Abel  (updated 
3.26.2020) 
UPDATE ON COVID-19 IN MARINGÁ: 
1 death; 5 positive; 9 hospitalized; 39 quarantined 
Presently in Maringá we are all required to stay 
home except essential workers. All businesses are 
closed except supermarkets (with limits to how 
many people can go in at a time), pharmacies and 
some gas stations. All churches are closed com-
pletely. Our airport is closed as is interstate travel 
by bus. There is even a curfew at night. All our 
pastors are doing Live streaming. Classes at the 
Seminary (in Campo Mourão) are suspended for 
now, though we have students staying in the 
dorms.  The Brazilian government is following 
almost the same procedures as the American Gov-
ernment for the time being.  
Prayer requests: 
 God would continue to protect our health. 
 For our church family there are a few people 

in the risk category. 
 For the daily devotions by Jonathan on Live 

streaming to our church body and the weekend 
messages also Live streaming - that they will 
continue ministering to the needs of those who 
watch.  

 Also for the continued communication that 
our church’s different groups have through 
WhatsApp, so we keep each other in prayer 
and encouraged.  

 For our children and grandchild that are all 
in the US - for God’s protection on their lives.  

 For God to help the Brazilian people com-
ply with the necessary health procedures and 
keep it from getting out of hand.  

   Continued on next page... 



...Continued from page 2 
BRAZIL - Paul & Becky Abel - updated 3.26.2020 
As concerns mount around the world, Brazil has also 
been quarantined. Our people are concerned for the 
future. This is a new experience for all of us. We are 
happy to report that our AFLC churches in Brazil are 
using the great means of communication to minister 
and maintain fellowship while not being physically in 
the same location. Pastors are creatively preaching and 
sharing. The widely used app - WhatsApp - keeps peo-
ple connected with one another much like a family text 
group. Even though we are currently in the U.S. we 
feel very much a part of what's happening in Brazil. 
Prayer Requests: 
 Pray for wisdom for our pastors. 
 Pray for provision of needs in this time of crisis. 
 Pray for the ARCA Bible camp which is support-

ed solely through rentals (everything has been can-
celled for the time being). 

 Pray for Pastor Iran and his wife as they had 
plans to travel to the U.S. for Annual Conference. 

 Pray for health care workers around the world. 
 Pray for  elderly & ill people in our congregations. 
 As missionaries home on furlough we have also 

been thwarted in our plans to visit churches. We 
are making a video presentation to send out to 
churches we can not visit personally. 

 Pray that Christians everywhere would have a 
missionary attitude to share the Good News with 
people in their sphere of influence. Throughout 
history God has turned people back to Him through 
difficult times. May many come to repentance and 
faith during these days. 

 We also request prayer for [Paul's father] John 
Abel [former missionary to Brazil] who is present-
ly in a nursing home [in northern Minnesota] after 
his hospitalization in February. It is very disheart-
ening for him to be alone since he was used to hav-
ing family around him always. Pray that he might 
be able to return home soon. 

 Pray for our daughter Christina. The elbow spe-
cialist has prescribed antibiotics for a whole year to 
stop the infection in her bone. Pray for healing and 
that she will respond well to the treatment. 

 
MEXICO - Pastor Milton Flores - updated 
3.25.2020 
The Federal Government, through the Health Sector, 
continues to instruct the population to remain in their 
homes. Since Friday March 13th School has been sus-
pended throughout the country, in prevention of the 
presence of the global Pandemic, from Kindergarten to 
University level. There are currently 12 people dead in 
the country, mostly due to another disease that compli-
cated their health. Since March 26, all government em-
ployers over the age of 60 have not gone to work, with-
out reducing their wages. The crisis is expected to 
manifest itself more intensely in the first days of April. 
 

ILMC (Central Mexican Lutheran Church) : 
Thank God we have no report, so far, of any brother in 
Christ suffering from Coronavirus. Our Easter activi-
ties will continue normally as every year, so we contin-
ue with the 2020 Church activities.  We are now fol-
lowing the official recommendations of the World 
Health Organization as a congregation, to take extreme 
personal and family hygienic measures. Yesterday, 
Friday 27th, we had our Prayer Night to pray for God's 
Work around the world. We believe that if the Health 
authorities fulfill their responsibility, we as believers in 
Christ, must do our part: Pray fervently to the Lord. 
Zechariah 8: 20-23, "Begging for God's favor." 
Mexico prayer requests: 
Pray for the Pastors in CMLC, and Missionary in Je-
rez, Zac., Pastor Todd, and for our Congregations for 
protection and good health from the  Lord our God. 
Also for the authorization from the City Council in Ce-
laya, to finish the construction of the perimeter fence 
and the parking areas in “Getsemani”. 
 
MEXICO - Todd & Barb Schierkolk - updated 
3.25.2020 
Today Mexico entered Phase 2 in its response to the 
coronavirus and the national government asked 
churches to no longer hold public meetings. Current-
ly, there are 4 confirmed cases in our state but none 
that have been confirmed in our town. We will be start-
ing a Bible-reading plan and those who have cell 
phones will be messaging comments, observations, and 
verses that grabbed their attention from the readings 
that we do. I'll also be delivering crayons and colored 
pencils along with a Sunday school page for the kids 
each week. Most of the people in our little church 
have underlying health issues that could make con-
tracting the virus very difficult for them so we ask for 
your prayers for them. Also, would you please pray 
for our daughter, Kirstie, and her financé, Seth. 
They have had to cancel the original plans for their 
wedding in May, and are working on coming up with 
an alternative plan.  Thanks so much. 
 
UGANDA - updated 4.1.2020 
Day 11 of virus in-country 
 44 cases of virus in-country only of which 3 were 

not imported, all are in recovery 
 Suspended: Border crossing, public transport, use 

of private vehicles 
 Closed: Businesses not related to food, banking, or 

medical 
 Prohibited: Gatherings of more than 5, movement 

between 7:00pm and 6:30am 
 Promised: government food for most affected, gov-

ernment transport for emergencies 
Uganda Missionary News Report: 
 Ambassador Institute remains suspended 
 The Raans are planning online videos while on 

furlough in Minnesota 
 The Bergers continue self-quarantine 
    Continued on next page... 



 1  Roxanne Stensland 
 2  Claire Shanenko   (Jeremy)                                                        
     Corey Johnson 
 4  Deb Miller  
 5  Becky Schroeder 
     Greg Pfennig 
 6  Tim Berntson 
     Lori Pritchett 
 7  Selena Mortenson  
 9  Kristin Peterson                     
     Katrina Zeltinger                       
14 Megan Retterath                 26 Cade Powers (Matt)                    
     Frank Christensen                   Samuel Dahl (Mardy)                 
16 Pat Hansen                          27 SueAnn Berntson 
17 Debb Bjornson                    28 Katy Borg (Kevin) 
21 Monte Pritchett                   30 Wally Bjornson     
     Connor Pfennig                       
22 Tom Milbrandt                        Missionaries 
25 Jakob Rolf (Walter)            10 Bethany Lee (John)                                                       
                                                 14 Micah Berger      
                                                 19 Julia Jore (Nate) 
                                                 24 Hannah Jore (Nate)      
 

**If this event is canceled, a full refund 
will be given! 

Minnesota Twins Outing!  
Members of Grace & Zion are invited!!!   
Feel free to invite your Family, Friends, and  

Community Members for a day of Fun, Laughter, 

Fellowship, and an evening at the Ball Park!   

Saturday, July 11th 1:10pm vs. Toronto Blue Jays  

Itinerary: 
7:00am departure from Grace Free Lutheran   
12:00pm arrival at Target Field!  
1:10pm GAMETIME  

4:40pm Approximate end of game  
5:00pm Departure from Target Field  
*We will make a quick stop on the way 

home for supper (your responsibility) 
10:30pm Return to Grace Free Lutheran    

Cost - $85 per person  
A $35/person deposit due at sign up (deadline to 

sign up is Sunday, April 26)   
The remaining $50/person will be due  

Thursday, June 11 (one month prior to game)  
*Checks made out to - Tom Milbrandt  

(Questions? give me a shout – 701.840.9853)    
The Price Includes: 

 Transportation on a 54-passenger Motor 
Coach (with lavatory) to & from Target Field  

 A “sack lunch” including a sub, chips, fruit, 
dessert, and beverage on the trip to the cities 
(distributed about an hour before we get to the 
stadium) 

 Your ticket for the game in the left field 
bleachers.  

 And a snack for the ride home 

...Continued from page 3 

 The Jores have adjusted to sending a motorcycle 
into town for bringing any purchases back to their 
village. Nate continues his discipleship of the lead-
ers of the church in Nabukosi. 

 Michael Rokenbrodt is maintaining the Raans’ 
home while working on writing projects. He still 
gets daily visits from Pastor Alex for Bible Study. 
They also strategize on the provision of needs to 
Alex’s congregation and pandemic-related evan-
gelical outreach.  

 Uganda Prayer Requests: 
 General: Please pray for wisdom for our presi-

dent and his advisors here in Uganda, as they're 
taking some very difficult decisions to prevent a 
big outbreak. Whatever decision they make, the 
possible consequences seem to be quite big. 

 General: Pray for them to quickly put a good sys-
tem in place to provide food for those in need, 
transport for those that need to go to the hospital. 

 General:  There is a lot of fear and misinformation 
circulating. Pray with us that we could collectively 
be a non-anxious presence, that we could discern 
when and how to best enter in with our neighbors 
and family back home to help / listen / pray, and 
that the peace and love of Christ could dictate our 
mode of operation. Please pray too that this season 
of unknowns, loss of control, and suffering, in 
Uganda and around the world, could result in 
a great awakening and response to the Spirit. 

 Michael asks for continued prayer for Lutheran 
Island Camp in Henning, MN and other camp 
ministries. (Michael has worked with this ministry 
for 14 years.) This week they reported that the tem-
porary termination has resulted in two permanents.  
The board will be soon meeting to decide the feasi-
bility of the summer season. Michael had originally 
planned to be working there this July. 

 From the Jores: We’d be grateful for prayer for 
Henry’s wife, Judy, who is due to deliver any day. 
At this point, Henry is planning on delivering the 
baby himself at home. Public and private transpor-
tation is currently banned, and we would need spe-
cial permission to drive them to a clinic if there are 
any complications. We are hearing that this permis-
sion is hard to come by as it is difficult to reach 
anyone on the number being given to the public. 
We would possibly face arrest if we drove without 
this permission. Please pray with us for a safe 
delivery of Henry & Judy’s baby at home. 

 From the Raans: Our family and extended fami-
ly are disappointed being so close and yet not be-
ing able to be together. 

 From the Raans: Praise, we have been in country 
for over fourteen days meaning that we did not 
pick up the virus through our travels! 

 The Bergers continue to ask prayer for 
the protection of our health and for wisdom as 
how to best protect ourselves from being exposed 
to corona. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 **Please be on 
the lookout  
for additional  
information 
about activities 
and feel free to 
call the church  
for updates. 
 
 

 1 
*Online* 

Lenten Service 
7pm 
 
 

 

2 
*Online* 

Deacons Meet 
6:30pm 
Boards Meet 7pm 
Council Meets 
8pm 

 
 
 

3 
 

4 
*Online* 

Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
*Online* 

Divine Worship 
10:30am 

6 

 
 
 

7 
 
 
 
 
 

8 

*Online* 
Church Council 
7pm 

9 
*Online* 

Maundy Thursday  
Service 7pm 
 
 
 

10 
*Online* 

Good Friday  
Service 3pm 
 
 
 
 

11 
*Online* 

Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 

12 
*Online* 

Divine Worship 
10:30am 
 
 
 
 

13 
 
 
 
 

14 

 

15 
 

16 

 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
*Online* 

Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 

*Online* 
Divine Worship 
online 10:30am 

  

20 

*Online* 
Quarterly  
Congregational 
Meeting 7pm 

21 
 

 
 
 
 

22 
 
 
 
 

23 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

24 
 

25 
*Online* 

Men’s Prayer 7am 
 

26 

*Online* 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 
 
 

27 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

28 
 
 
 

 
 

29 
 
 

30 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRACE FREE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2351 WEST MAIN ST. 
VALLEY CITY   ND 58072 

 

«AddressBlock» 

 
Sundays at Grace       Sundays at Zion 
     Sunday School     9:00 AM                                                                    Divine Worship   9:00 AM 
     Divine Worship    10:30 AM       Fellowship 10:00 AM 
              
       
 
Sundays: Lift High the Cross  KOVC (1490) 10 AM  KSJB(600) 7 PM   
Listen Live!  Sunday Mornings at 10:30 AM at www.gracefree.com 

 
Church office hours are 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM, Mon-Fri               Phone:  (701) 845-2753     
 
E-mail:  gracefree@msn.com                                                Website:  www.gracefree.com 
 
Senior Pastor Dennis Norby   thenorbys@msn.com 
Associate Pastor Kevin Borg     borgkevine@gmail.com 
Administrative Assistant~ Sarah Meester     gracefree@msn.com  
Youth Leaders~ Troy & Nikki Hanson    Troy– pavick44@gmail.com; Nikki– nikhanson@msn.com 
Children’s Ministry Leader~ Erin Dahl 


