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   The Gospel of Matthew records a servant   
pleading with his master, “Have patience with 
me.” It is not recorded explicitly in the story that 
Jesus tells, but the situation described has made 
me think that we should infer that this master has 
already been patient with this servant many, many 
times already. How else could such a servant build 
up such an incredible debt?  
   We have read in Matthew 18:24 that this servant 
owes his master 10,000 talents. This amount is 
something that would be impossible to repay. A 
talent was a unit worth about 20 years’ work for a 
common laborer. A man amassing such a debt 
would not go unnoticed by the master. Part of 
what we should be surprised by is that such a large 
debt could be amassed. Why would the master 
allow such a debt to grow so out of hand? 
   The story unfolds in such a way to emphasize 
the great debt of sin. We have all sorts of ways of 
minimizing the sins that we have committed. We 
will minimize them by telling ourselves that we 
did just what everyone else would have done. We 
tell ourselves that we didn’t have any other       
options. We tell ourselves that our thoughts, 
words, or deeds were just the natural thing to do 
and therefore can’t be wrong. But all these        
attempts to justify our sins are attempts to ignore 
the fact that each and every one of us are great and 
terrible sinners.  
   We who are Christians and have been confess-
ing our sins for as long as we can remember, like-
ly don’t have too hard of a time making clear that 
we are sinners. However, I think most of us still 
don’t understand how great of sinners we truly 
are. We need the Scripture, and specifically      
passages like Matthew 18 to show us the           
insurmountable debt that our sins have incurred.  
   The story that Jesus tells in Matthew 18 is given 
to show us the greatness of debt and the greatness 
of the forgiveness bestowed. As we begin to     
understand the huge debt being forgiven, we see 
the unbounded mercy of the king. For him to go 
about the work of accounting such a debt and then 
have the servant presented to him makes for a  
dramatic scene. If it had been me, I think that my  
level of anger would have been growing and 
growing as the accounting was done and the debt 
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kept growing to higher and higher levels. 
   Remember that this king was the one who    
wanted to settle accounts. He is the one that   
wanted to make sure that all the accounts were 
settled. The servant who owed the debt was in not 
position to settle such a debt. You can imagine 
that he would have avoided such a meeting if it 
were not orchestrated by the king. But having 
gone to the meeting and being told that he was 
going to be sold until the debt would be repaid the 
servant only has one option. He implores the king 
saying, “Have patience with me, and I will pay 
you everything” (v. 25). Now this idea of paying 
back what he owes is a bit ridiculous as we have 
already seen. However, the plea for patience is 
something that the king hears, and he has pity on 
the man. His debt is forgiven. It is zeroed out. The 
massive debt is removed from the account.  
   We expect that the next verse would describe the 
man leaping and jumping and praising God. We 
would expect to hear about the joy that this man 
felt over being forgiven such a great debt. But  
instead we find the man turning on another servant 
and violently demanding that a debt of a           
significantly smaller number be repaid. The      
unforgiveness shocks the other servants and the 
master is informed of what this forgiven debtor 
has done to his fellow servant. The master calls 
the man who had not forgiven the debt into his 
presence again and has the man thrown into jail.  
   The forgiven man has not forgiven. The Savior 
told this story to His disciples so that they might 
understand that they should always be forgiving. 
This is the way it is in the kingdom of God. The 
master freely and graciously forgives and so too 
the citizens of the kingdom. Forgiveness flows 
freely in God’s kingdom.  
   Peter had likely thought that he was being     
generous when he asked about forgiving his broth-
er as many as seven times. Jesus had answered 
him “seventy times seven” and then told this story 
of the king and the unforgiving servant. Peter was 
being instructed about the greatness of the mercy 
of God. These things are recorded also for our 
benefit. They teach us that the Lord is always for-
giving. They teach us that the Lord would have us 
always be forgiving. So then, let us pray that God 
might open our eyes to the greatness of His mercy 
and forgiveness. May we cry out for God to be 
patient with us. May God’s love be shown to us 
and may that love flow to others around us.   

 

Have Patience With Me 
By Pastor Dennis Norby 



   Grace Free Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting  

Thursday, September 10, 

2020 

Deacons Meet 6:30pm 

Boards Meet 7pm 

Council Meets 8pm 
 

Complete Council meeting minutes and monthly 

financial report are available in the copy room. 
 

Financial Summary 
As of 9/1/20 
 General Fund=$62,366.76 
 Building Improvement Fund=$10,810.76
(Sign=$1,483.23; Parking Lot=$4,165.00;      
Undesignated=$5,162.53) 
 Scholarship Fund=$11,660.17 
 Seminary Fund=$403.28 
General Fund CD=$10,199.78  
Parking Lot Fund CD=$30,000.00 
 
January-August 2020 
General Fund Average Weekly Income $6,363.98 
General Fund Average Weekly Expense $5,762.30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
New Members Class will begin 
Tuesday, September 8 at 7pm.  
 
If you are interested in participating 
please talk to Pastor Norby. 
 
 
 
  

Zion’s Schedule 

Sundays    

 9am Divine Worship 

 10am Fellowship 

Wednesdays  

 7pm Youth Group at Grace 

 7pm Adult Bible Study at Grace 

Quilting 

 September 1, 4pm 

WMF 

 Monday, September 21, 7pm 

 Circle 2 

 

CONFIRMATION REGISTRATION 
Wednesday, September 2 @ 6pm 

All confirmation students and 

their parents please attend.   

Confirmation begins September 9. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the newly  
married couples from Grace & Zion! 
 
Jacob and Rachel (Borg) Berntson 
Andrew and Libby (Borg) King 
Dakota and Ariel (Neros) Bise 
Ethan and Grace (Gunderson) Zeltinger 
 
Continue to pray for these couples as they 
begin their lives together. 
 

 



Dear Friends at Grace Free Lutheran Church, 
Thank you so much for the financial support and 
all of the prayers I am very appreciative for them! 
Both have helped me so much at FLBC. My time 
at the Free Lutheran Bible College these past 2 
years have been my most memorable experiences. 
I value each class, teacher, and friend that I have 
had over the past two years. I have learned so 
much about the Old Testament, Gospel, letters, 
how to apply them and how to share them. The 
two years have gone by so quickly, it feels like 
just the other day I was applying for the School. 
My favorite class I took was Romans and          
Galatians taught by Pastor Phil Haugen. I also 
have had a lot of fun enjoying the music classes 
and going out almost every Friday night to spread 
the Gospel through the water bottle ministry. I am 
excited to see how God will use my time at FLBC 
and knowledge about the Bible in the future. 
Again, thank you so much for the financial support 
and all the prayers!    
Jack Jordan 
 
 
 
Dear Grace Free Family,  
   I would like to take this opportunity to once 
again thank you for your incredible generosity to 
me in my final year of Bible College. Having such 
a great financial blessing given to you is no small 
thing, but more than that the spiritual support I 
have received through prayers and teaching have 
blessed me more than you know. 
   This year especially, I really felt my faith put to 
the test. As a planner person, this spring and sum-
mer have been very difficult. Not knowing what 
would happen with school, with my work, my 
wedding, and now my family moving, have been a 
big weight on me through this year. Even in the 
midst of these uncertain times, I think back to the 
repeat lessons I learned at FLBC. God is faithful. 
His loving kindness is everlasting. His word will 
not return empty. Jesus died for me. I cannot do 
anything to earn any of these things.  
   In the midst of insurmountable uncertainty, 
those truths are the only things we can be certain 
of. The year has made me appreciate my time at 
FLBC all the more.  
   Thank you again for your continued love and 
support.  
Libby King (Borg) 

 
 

Sunday September 13 
at 9:00am 

 
 
 

We are excited for another year of Sunday 
School! Please join us on Rally Sunday to 
kick-off a year of building a foundation of 
faith. There will be donuts, Adult Sunday 
school announcements, youth announce-
ments, and kids Sunday school announce-
ments, games, prizes for each of the kids 
for last years learn to earn, and a special 
party for the pre-k & k at 10 am. A meal 
will be served after church. 
 
Sunday school classes will start September 
20th. Wednesday night Answers For Kids 
will start September 23rd. 
 
 
 
 

Come Join the Stewardship Board for 
their annual Pancake and Sausage 
Brunch on Rally Sunday, September 
13th immediately following the    
worship service. There will be a free 
will offering with all proceeds going 
to the Scholarship Fund. The          
following students will be attending 
Free Lutheran Bible College- Hunter 
Berntson, Katy Meester and Rose 
Zeltinger Please continue to pray for 
these students.  
 
We are looking forward to the         
fellowship with you all once again! 



 
 
 

Women’s Bible Study 
A ladies Wednesday morning Bible study 
will be resuming on September 16th. We 
meet each week at 10:30am in the church 
library. We will be using the study “Jesus, 
The God Who Knows Your Name” by Max 
Lucado. This six week study includes the 
following sessions: 
  
 1. God With Us 
 2. Friend of Sinners 
 3. Compassionate Physician 
 4. Great Teacher 
 5. Miracle Worker 
 6. Victorious Sacrifice 
 
All women are welcome. For more  
information contact LaDeen Knutson at 
845-4694 or 840-2064 
  

 

 1 Michael Borg 
 2 Etta Pritchett 
    Eldred Knutson 
 5 Gary Sorensen 
 6 Addison Hovda (Kevin)  
    Elizabeth Norby (Dennis)     
 7 Diane Oien             
10 Ethan Zeltinger            28 George Oien   
11 Gaylene Olson    Kya Schroeder 
     Josie Miller (Deb)           30 Aaron Knutson       
12 Teresa Cole                 Delmere Mclean      
13 Bruce Shanenko     
14 Katy Meester (Tom)                  
     Annabelle Milbrandt (Tom)     Missionaries 
16 Owen Hovda (Kevin)          21 Evie Mae Jore (Nate) 
17 Rebekah Peterson                29 Matthew Abel 
19 Benjamin Norby (Dennis)   Rhoda Jore 
     Bill Hass III                        30 Ednay Abel 
21 Joanne Wetch           
23 Jamie Sylling 
25 Kristi Melvin 
27 Ken Schock 
 
 
 
 

 
Youth Group meets 
Wednesdays at 7pm in the 
youth room. 

 
 
 
Women’s Bible Study 
 Wednesdays at 10:30am 
 beginning September 16 
 
Bible Study 
  Wednesdays at 7pm 
 
Men’s Discipleship 
 Tuesdays  at 6am 
 
Men’s Prayer 
 Saturdays at 7am 
  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 
Confirmation 
Meeting 6pm 
 
Youth Group  
7pm 
 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 
 

3 
 

 
 
 
 

4 5 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
Lake Chapel– 
Singspiration 9am 
 
Divine Worship 
with Holy  
Communion 
10:30am 
 

7 

 
 
Church  
Office  
Closed 
 

8 
Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 
 
New Member 
Class 7pm 
 
 
 
 
 

9 

Confirmation 6pm 
 
Youth Group  
7pm 
 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 

10 
Deacons Meet 
6:30pm 
Boards Meet 7pm 
Council Meets 
8pm 
 
 
 
 

11 
 
 
 
 
 

12 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
WMF Quarterly 
Meeting at  
Reinsel’s 9:30am 

13 
Rally Sunday 9am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 
 
Pancake Breakfast 
following worship 
service 
 
 

14 
 
 
 
 
 

15 

Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 
 
New Member 
Class 7pm 

16 

Women’s Bible 
Study 10:30am 
 
Confirmation 6pm 
 
Youth Group 7pm 
 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 

17 

 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 
Sunday School 
9am 
 
Fellowship 10am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 
 
 

21 
 
 

22 
Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 
 
New Member 
Class 7pm 

23 
Women’s Bible 
Study 10:30am 
Confirmation 6pm 
Answers For Kids 
7pm 
Youth Group 7pm 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 

24 
 
 

 
 
 

 

25 
 

26 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 

27 
Sunday School 
9am 
 
Fellowship 10am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 

28 

 
 
                                   
 

 
 
 
 
 

29 
Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 
 
New Member 
Class 7pm 

 
 
 

30 
Women’s Bible 
Study 10:30am 
Confirmation 6pm 
Answers For Kids 
7pm 
Youth Group 7pm 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 
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Sundays at Grace  Sundays at Zion 
     Sunday School 9:00 AM                                                                       Divine Worship      9:00 AM 
     Divine Worship    10:30 AM                 
             
          
 
Sundays: Lift High the Cross  KOVC (1490) 10 AM  KSJB(600) 7 PM   
Listen Live!  Sunday Mornings at 10:30 AM at www.gracefree.com 
 
Church office hours are 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM, Mon-Fri              Phone:  (701) 845-2753     
 
E-mail:  gracefree@msn.com                                                       Website:  www.gracefree.com 
 
Senior Pastor Dennis Norby   thenorbys@msn.com 
Associate Pastor Kevin Borg     borgkevine@gmail.com 
Administrative Assistant~ Sarah Meester     gracefree@msn.com  
Youth Leaders~ Troy & Nikki Hanson    Troy– pavick44@gmail.com; Nikki– nikhanson@msn.com 
Children’s Ministry Leader~ Erin Dahl 


