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   I had initially begun an article for this         
newsletter that had a lot of talk in it about original 
sin and our messed up world. How sin is to blame 
for all of the problems we face. I’m not saying 
that we shouldn’t think about that during these 
times… we should. But, I find myself thinking 
about that all the time lately. Thinking about sin 
and its consequences all the time can lead me to a 
pretty dark place especially if I forget to think 
about God’s solution for sin, the Gospel. Maybe 
you can relate to that too? 
   So, lately, I have been going for walks down to 
my bee hive to try and cheer myself up. Many of 
you, certainly not all of you, may know that for a 
number of years I have been trying to keep some 
honey bees. Most of my attempts have been met 
with failure. I have been trying to keep them alive 
through a North Dakota winter and that has     
proven to be very difficult when you know as little 
about bees as I do. I have had to learn a great deal 
about bees and still I know so little about these 
amazing creatures. When I go out to visit the hive 
I am always amazed at God’s creation. 
   The first lesson I learned about bees was that 
they cannot live alone. If they are alone they will 
die. God has made human beings in the same 
manner. Oh, yes it is true, we may have read     
stories about a few of those early explorers who 
went off by themselves and discovered new places 
all by themselves; but by and large, those are    
exceptions. Even those explorers had to go back to 
the “colony” to tell of what they had discovered so 
the rest of us could go there too. It is God’s desire, 
His plan, that we be “a people” not a bunch of  
loners. A flock. A spiritual household; fitted     
together… a fellowship. You get the picture. It is 
not good for man to be alone. 
   It is fun to watch bees. Even in the dead of   
winter they do not hibernate or sleep. They are 
always doing something for the betterment of the 
colony. In the winter they eat their supply of   
honey and pollen so they can move and generate 
heat and stay warm and live. Alone they would 
freeze. Eating keeps them alive… together. And, 
really, that should remind us of something else in 
the Christian life as well. Didn’t Jesus give us a 
meal that we were to share together. And, does 
this meal not give us life and keep us together? 
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   Something else I learned as I study my bees is 
that if there is a shortage of resources in the hive, 
the colony will eat the flesh of the drones (male 
bees) in order to survive. That’s right, the drones 
give their lives to feed the colony! You can’t 
make this up. The drones only purpose is to      
reproduce and feed the colony with their own 
flesh all for the purpose of preserving the colony. 
   And it gets even more interesting. The drones 
are produced from unfertilized eggs. You could 
almost say that the drones are virgin born;       
metaphorically speaking of course. It is not a  
complete picture of the virgin birth of our Savior 
by any means, but God has indeed left His        
fingerprints all over creation. So, these drones in 
the bee colony are born without a father. Then to 
make matters even more strange, in the very act of 
reproducing young, they die, falling to the ground. 
They give their lives in order to keep the colony 
alive. It is an amazing picture. 
   As I watch the bee colony and see the queen and 
the drones and the worker bees all working       
together as an organism, I am often amazed at 
how they get along with each other. They never 
have fights or arguments. They just work together 
doing their various tasks, different as they may be, 
for the building up of the colony. When I watch 
the bees working I often have to wonder, “Why 
can’t I be more like them?” Why can’t I just do 
my job and stop worrying about all the other 
things in life. 
   Oh, in case you’re wondering about all this  
business of watching insects and leaning from 
them… it’s biblical. It is biblical. In fact one of 
my favorite passages in Proverbs tells us to do just 
that, “Go to the ant, O sluggard, Observe her ways 
and be wise,” 
   It gives me a sense of peace to watch the colony 
function in such a harmonious way. It teaches me 
of God’s provision and care for His creation. He 
really does watch over and provide for even the 
smallest of creatures. If He can watch over and 
provide for even these small insects will He not 
care for us, His dear children and the apple of His 
eye? 
      Continued on next page... 
    

Bees and the Gospel 
By Pastor  Kevin Borg 



...continued from front page    
   Even during these times of the coronavirus  pan-
demic we can learn from the bees. There are varie-
ties of bees that are more prone to cleanliness than 
other kinds of bees. They care for each other by 
keeping each other clean. By ridding the hive of 
threats such as mites and other pathogens. God has 
provided His church, the Bride of Christ, with a sim-
ilar way to stay healthy and clean. His Word. God’s 
Word is pure and clean and it  cleanses us from our 
sins. Paul writes this in his letter to the Ephesians: 
“Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also 
loved the church and gave Himself up for her, so that 
He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the 
washing of water with the word, that He might pre-
sent to Himself the church in all her glory,  having 
no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she 
would be holy and blameless.” 
   Jesus was born for one reason; that He might die in 
order to give us life. In order to wash us clean from 
all our sins. So that we might have fellowship with 
one another and with the Father. Praise Him for His 
tender mercies! Amen. 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

PLEASE READ! 
Dear Grace Free Lutheran Church Family: 
   We pray that this letter finds you healthy and rejoic-
ing in the Lord, no matter the circumstance. It is with 
joy but also caution that we share the news that the 
Council has moved to gather once again as a church 
body with a number of safety and health precautions in 
place. It is hard to believe that we have not met as a 
congregation on our church property since March 15. 
   It is planned that on-site worship services will be 
available beginning Sunday, May 10, with adult Bible 
study resuming onsite on Wednesday, May 13. No oth-
er groups or meetings are planned to meet on church 
grounds at this time. 
   Please know that plans are in place to continue both 
the audio broadcast and Facebook Live services in the 
weeks to come so that members may choose to worship 
in the way that is best for themselves and family. We 
are currently using an iPad to broadcast, which sits up 
close to the lectern in front, so it will be a little strange 
for those in the sanctuary, but allows us to continue 
video streaming until we have a better solution in 
place. If you have any symptoms please participate 
remotely through the broadcasts, and not bring illness 
to church. 
      For those who choose to attend our onsite service, 
the following are examples of the precautions that will 
be in place for May 10, with adjustments made as we 
learn from each week’s service: 
 Seating will be blocked off to maintain a six-foot 

social distancing space. 
 Entry doors will be propped open or held to ensure 

no-touch entry and exit. 
 

 Members will be ushered to pews in family groups. 
 Mask wearing is recommended but not required. 
 An offering container will be placed in the back 

instead of plates passed. 
 Congregants will be ushered out and are asked not 

to linger in the fellowship area. 
 Only the front bathroom and sanctuary will be ac-

cessible. 
 The back of the church, including the nursery, will 

be unavailable. 
   One area that is a little more challenging for our ser-
vices is singing. We have had a lot of feedback on how 
much people appreciate the singing in our services. At 
the same time singing produces a lot of the droplets 
that can spread a virus. We are considering potential 
reduction in singing, but don’t want to remove it all 
together, as it is an important part of our worship ser-
vice, so know if you join onsite that you need to be 
comfortable with singing as a congregation. 
   As we look forward to once again seeing our brothers 
and sisters in Christ, remember to make choices that 
show love for one another. Give people the space they 
need to be comfortable in participating. As we continue 
to monitor the latest news on the pandemic, please be 
aware that we may need to return to remote services 
once again. I expect as with a lot of things these days, 
we can be flexible and adjust. 
   Please direct questions to the church office, the pas-
tors, or the deacons, and—most importantly of all—be 
in prayer that the good news of Christ Jesus will con-
tinue to go forth in our community and world. 
 
In Christ,  Brent Peterson,  
Chairman, Grace Free Congregation 
 
 

Grace Free Lutheran Church  

Council will meet via Zoom  

Thursday, May 14, 2019 at 8:00pm 
 

Complete Council meeting minutes and monthly 

financial report are available in the copy room. 

 
 

Financial Summary 
As of 4/30/2020 
 General Fund=$41,725.31 
 Building Improvement Fund=$9,995.76 
(Sign=$1,483.23; Parking Lot=$3,350.00;      
Undesignated=$5,162.53) 
 Scholarship Fund=$4,799.98 
 Seminary Fund=$103.28 
General Fund CD=$10,199.78  
Parking Lot Fund CD=$30,000.00 
 
January-April, 2020 
General Fund Average Weekly Income $6,336.98 
General Fund Average Weekly Expense $6,096.86 



People around the world are dealing 
with the effects of COVID-19. Here 
are some updates and prayer requests 

from our AFLC Missionaries and ministry partners.  
 
PARAGUAY - Matthew & Ednay Abel - updated 
4.6.2020 
   Paraguay has done a good job at curbing COVID-19 
because it was early to begin social distancing and to 
close schools, public services and commerce. The sick-
ness has not yet caused much damage but the country (at 
least in the cities) has been affected completely by the 
"safety procedures." There are long lines for the super-
markets. Due to crowd control it takes at least two hours 
to get in. All customers must wash their hands and take 
their temperature before being allowed into the supermar-
ket. Only one party per family is allowed in. Long lines 
for banks and drugstores too. 
Pray for the thousands of people who depend on daily 
income and are banned from working. 
Pray for the thousands who are being laid off due to 
the restrictions. 
Pray for the economy of Paraguay which was a fragile 
economy even before COVID-19. The situation is dire. 
   Many in our local church are affected. Our church has 
been distributing food to the brethren in need. Another 
church in town is doing an excellent job with a food 
drive. I imagine there are other initiatives around trying to 
help in this situation, but the general picture isn’t pretty. 
   First-nation communities along the frontiers (boarders) 
are struggling with the closed boarders many depended on 
international trade/tourism and international programs. A 
mission from the city has been unsuccessful (so far) try-
ing to mobilize relief resources to a couple of communi-
ties we know about. 
   The hospitals are empty as they are taking only emer-
gency and coronavirus cases (which thankfully are few so 
far). Most clinical services are on hold. Also, non-
emergency procedures are on hold. We are concerned 
with the dangers of the virus, but perhaps just as con-
cerned about the mass hysteria and the fallout from it. 
 
MEXICO - Todd & Barb Schierkolk - updated 
4.15.2020 
Thanks for your prayers for us down here south of the 
border. In our state of Zacatecas, churches have had to 
close since the last week or so of March.  Thankfully, 
further south of us in the state of Guanajuato where Pastor 
Milton Flores serves and the churches in Leon are, they 
were able to have limited Easter services. In our town of 
Jerez, 4 people currently are infected with COVID-19 
and one person has died.  One young man who was con-
firmed in our church went in to be tested for the virus but 
it came back negative. We are grateful that no one in our 
little congregation has gotten sick so far. This week we 
finished our reading through the Gospel of John on Easter 
Sunday in our own homes. I've been grateful to the Lord 
for opportunities that have come up to discuss and clarify 
questions about the End Times and also about Christians 
and God's promises of protection from viruses and heal-
ing  We continue to pray for the work of the Spirit 
in calling people to repentance and faith in Jesus as we 
face our own vulnerabilities and human fragility. Thank-
fully, the Word of God is not quarantined. 

MEXICO - Pastor Milton Flores - updated 4.29.2020 
There are now 1,569 deaths in the country. It is expected 
that in the first days of May, 8 to 10, the climax of conta-
gion in Mexico will be presented, calculating that the 
number of deaths will be 7 to 8 thousand people due to 
the epidemic. Hopefully on Monday May 18 the more 
than a thousand Municipalities throughout the country 
that have not had the contagion will be able to start regu-
lar activities with due care: schools, shops, workers, etc. 
ILMC Mexico news report: 
Thank God we continue the Lord's Work through the 
Means of Grace. Praying for our Seniors, that the Lord 
will grant us, after this contingency, to gather together in 
praise of the Lord. Also, thank God, we do not have 
brothers in faith infected with this virus. On the other 
hand, we will wait to pass this contingency to begin the 
completion of the temple's perimeter fence 
Mexico prayer requests: 
Please continue in Prayer for the  Pastors in CMLC, and 
Missionary in Jerez,  Zac., Pastor Todd, and for our 
Congregations for protection and good health from the 
Lord our God.  Our prayer is that the Lord will preserve 
us to continue preaching the Gospel, that is, the Work of 
his Church among us. 
 
BRAZIL - Jonni Sliver - updated 4.22.2020 
Miriam Home/SETELL/AILLB 
   We have been blessed here on the Miriam Home/ 
SETELL campus. We haven't had any cases of COVID, 
though some of our students have had friends or relatives 
in other parts of the country who have contracted the vi-
rus. 
   In general we are trying to be wise without becoming 
fearful. Because of municipal decree our classes have 
been put on hold for 6 weeks now. It is likely that public 
school will not return until August, because the high 
school classes are now being transmitted on the internet 
and they don't want to risk bringing the children back to-
gether too soon.  
   In the Bible School most of our students have gone 
home and we only have 8 students on campus right now. 
These precious students have been making the most of the 
days, digging like moles!!!! That is because we have long 
had a project to replace the wiring here in Campus, and 
little did I know that meant digging trenches for the wir-
ing to go from building to building! I personally believe 
that they are looking for gold or oil, but apparently they 
would have to go much deeper! 
   The children in the Miriam Home are all healthy and 
well protected. The daily rhythm is totally different for 
everyone. All of the staff, other than the house moms, are 
working from home as much as possible, and only enter 
the Miriam Home if necessary, and then wearing a mask. 
Those of us who are doing chores off campus have to dis-
infect before going in the house and the days of cuddling 
with the kids on the sofa are over for right now - even the 
house moms are not hugging and cuddling the older chil-
dren, and the little ones and babies spend less time in the 
house moms lap - though they are held many times a day, 
when they are being diapered, bathed, dressed, fed.  
Please pray for the house moms, who have found many, 
many ways to express love and joy, and creativity in 
keeping the children busy and entertained. The house  
    Continued on next page... 



 2  Erik Almberg                     
     Janice Richman       
 3  Nickolas Hass 
     Lane Perleberg (Jeff)                                    
 4  Hannah Morehouse                 
 6  Cole Christensen (Frank)    
 7  Keith Huber              
     Duane Haga         
 8  Vince Larson         21 Jack Richman (George)           
     Mikayla Wolla (Bryan)     22 Lori Graalum                                                         
 9  Gabe Berntson (Tim)        23 Jeremy Zeltinger   
     Leila Melvin (Randal)            Kristi Gilbertson 
10 Hannah Peterson (Brent)   26 George Richman 
     Isabelle Pickar (Lindsey    28 Debbie Rush 
   Schroeder)    30 Ayden Hannig (Darin) 
11 Heidi Mundfrom (Steve)   31 Darlene Shanenko 
14 Shirley Bjornson             
     Cambri Pfennig (Greg)      Our Missionaries 
     Karla Syverson                   9  Stefan Jore (Ben) 
16 Gabby Ketterer (Eric)       16 Famke Berger 
     Grace Larson         18 Eliza Lee (John)   
17 Reed Christensen         25 Todd Schierkolk 
     John Drummond 
 

Grace will honor its graduates on Sunday, May 17  
during the morning worship service. 
 

High School Graduates from Grace:   
Heather Fischer, Soren Grotberg, Theo 
Herzog, Katy Meester, Trevan Pfennig 
 

High School Graduate from Zion: 
Corey Nelson   

 
VCSU Graduate:  Matthew Lein 

 
 

Youth Group will meet Wednesdays 
at 7pm via Zoom. Watch your email 

for information on when we will 
begin meeting at the park. 

...Continued from page 3 

moms have been asked to limit all outside activity, to 
work and home - that is, that they would leave grocery 
shopping and any other chores to other members of their 
families.  
   Please pray for Pr Silvio. He continues to do most of the 
street work (paying bills, doing the banking, making ma-
jor purchases for both the Bible School and the Miriam 
Home, receiving food donations) and as such he is more 
exposed than the rest of us. I do the rest of the street work 
(runs to the store for fruits and vegetables, the pharmacy, 
picking up and dropping of the house moms that would 
normally come to work on the bus), but I am less at risk 
because I am able to go at non-peak hours.  
Please pray for the deeper work the Lord is doing in the 
hearts of our children. These days when the children can't 
go out, and visitors can not come in is a precious time, set 
apart for them and we want to be wise in how we minister 
to them! 
 
UGANDA - updated 4.29.2020 
Ambassador Institute remains suspended 
   The Raans have produced online videos while on fur-
lough.   
   The Bergers continue self-quarantine 
   The Jores send a motorcycle into town for bringing any 
purchases back to their village.  Nate continues his disci-
pleship of the leaders of the church in Nabukosi. 
   Michael Rokenbrodt is maintaining the Raans’ home 
while working on writing projects.  He is working on net-
working (and getting daily visits) with Ugandans to pro-
duce some drama ministry outreach videos. 
Uganda Prayer Requests: 

 General: Please pray for the economic hardships that 
have come on the average Ugandan because of the 
pandemic situation. 

 Michael requests prayer for his landlord & fami-
ly.   Some protests at the Jinja court house and police 
station have resulted in crowd dispersal from police 
and soldiers.  The courthouse was attempting to con-
duct a trial for an official accused of manslaughter 
and brutality in his enforcement of pandemic proto-
cols.   Michael was glad to be in the Raans’ home at 
the time since his usual quarters are across the street 
from the courthouse.  The landlord and his family 
were inadvertently affected when tear gas entered 
their home. 

  Michael asks for continued prayer for Lutheran Is-
land Camp in Henning, MN and other camp minis-
tries. (Michael has worked with this ministry for 14 
years.) The camp has decided to go ahead with a re-
duced program and staff starting in July. Michael is in 
the recruitment stage of an online theatre project 
where campers can act from home 

 The Jores:  Have all returned to full health.  Please 
join their thanksgiving for God's provision during 
unsettled times 

 The Raans: Please pray for our family. We will be 
traveling up to North Dakota on Monday or Tuesday. 
We will be up there for a couple of months. 

 The Bergers:  Continue to prayer for Famke’s family 
members who are working in places where people are 
getting the virus.   



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 **Please be on 
the lookout  
for additional  
information 
about activities 
and feel free to 
call the church  
for updates. 
 
 

 1 
 

*Online* 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 

2 
 
 
 
 

1 
 

2 
*Online* 

Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
*Online* 

Divine Worship 
10:30am 

4 

 
 
 

5 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
*Online* 

Adult Bible Study 
7pm 

7 
 
 
 

8 
 
 
 
 

9 
*Online* 

Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 

10 
 
Sunday School 
9am- online via 
Zoom 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am- at the 
church and online  
 

11 
 
 
 
 

12 

 

13 

Adult Bible Study 
7pm– at the church 
and online via 
Zoom 

14 

*Online* 
Deacons Meet 
6:30pm 
Boards Meet 7pm 
Council Meets 
8pm 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
*Online* 

Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 

Sunday School 
9am- online via 
Zoom 9am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am- at the 
church and online 
Graduate  
Recognition  

18 

 

19 
 

 
 
 
 

20 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm– at the church  
 
 
 

21 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

22 
 

23 
*Online* 

Men’s Prayer 7am 
 

24 

Divine Worship 
10:30am- at the 
church and online  
 

31 
Divine Worship 
10:30am- at the 
church and online  

25 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

26 
 
 
 

 
 

27 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm– at the church  
 

28 
 
 
 

 
 

29 
 
 
 

 
 

30 
*Online* 

Men’s Prayer 7am 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRACE FREE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2351 WEST MAIN ST. 
VALLEY CITY   ND 58072 

 

«AddressBlock» 

 
Sundays at Grace       Sundays at Zion 
     Sunday School     9:00 AM                                                                    Divine Worship   9:00 AM 
     Divine Worship    10:30 AM       Fellowship 10:00 AM 
              
       
 
Sundays: Lift High the Cross  KOVC (1490) 10 AM  KSJB(600) 7 PM   
Listen Live!  Sunday Mornings at 10:30 AM at www.gracefree.com 

 
Church office hours are 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM, Mon-Fri               Phone:  (701) 845-2753     
 
E-mail:  gracefree@msn.com                                                Website:  www.gracefree.com 
 
Senior Pastor Dennis Norby   thenorbys@msn.com 
Associate Pastor Kevin Borg     borgkevine@gmail.com 
Administrative Assistant~ Sarah Meester     gracefree@msn.com  
Youth Leaders~ Troy & Nikki Hanson    Troy– pavick44@gmail.com; Nikki– nikhanson@msn.com 
Children’s Ministry Leader~ Erin Dahl 


