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   Matthew 28:16 Now the eleven disciples went to 
Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had         
directed them. 17 And when they saw him they   
worshiped him, but some doubted. 18 And Jesus 
came and said to them, "All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age." 

   The Great Commission is recorded for us at the end 
of the Gospel of Matthew. If you look back to verses 
16 and 17, we get a bit of the context in which Jesus 
gave His direction to the eleven disciples. They were 
gathered in Galilee, a place in which they would have 
been away from the possible crowds and hostile forces 
which would have marked Jerusalem. Up to this point, 
the Resurrected Christ had appeared several times --- 
seemingly coming and going out of nowhere. 

   Now he appears again and as the disciples worship 
Him, we read, some doubted. There are several       
suggestions concerning what it was that these disciples 
doubted. One is that some doubted that it was really 
Jesus. It would not be the first time Jesus appeared and 
people were not sure who it was. Remember Mary’s 
first thoughts or the two on the road to Emmaus?    
Another suggestion is that they were in doubt whether 
Jesus was going to remain. He had been coming and 
going and how are they to know what to think about all 
of that? 

   Whatever the reasons for the doubt, and even     
whatever area was covered by that doubt, they are all 
dispelled by the words that Christ speaks to them. He 
speaks words that are meant to dispel doubt. First, 
about who it was that was speaking to them. The one 
in front of them is the Messiah. He is the Word       
become flesh who shed His blood and won the victory 
over sin, death, and the devil. He is the one to whom 
all authority has been given. This statement narrows 
the field down doesn’t it? Who else could have such 
authority but the Son of God? 

   The command or commission that is then given to 
the disciples is also meant to dispel doubt. The        
disciples are given the privilege of sharing the name 
and message of Christ with all the nations. The doubts 
dispelled by this are in the minds of the eleven that 
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were gathered there that day but also point to the 
doubts dispelled by those who would believe the    
message. The eleven are told what they are to be about 
now. Making disciples. That is the main command of 
the Great Commission. 

   The manner of making disciples is also given in this 
text. How are disciples to be made? Baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit and teaching them to obey all that Jesus has 
commanded. 

  I have been thinking about this passage in connection 
with our recent situation and have been reminded of 
something important. The main verb of the Great  
Commission is “make disciple” not “go.” It is normal 
and would be routine to “go” in most times, but it   
hasn’t been in this. We have had our movements, our 
“goings,” restricted because of the pandemic but this 
doesn’t mean that the Great Commission need be    
neglected. 

   Many of us have had, or do currently have, others in 
our homes with whom we can share the great and  
wondrous mercy of God. My hope and prayer is that 
these days have been a reminder of the great            
opportunities we have to share the good news of the 
Gospel with our families – our children. Whether we 
are “going” or “not going” we can still proclaim the 
Good News. 

   The Great Commission is given by Christ and the 
truth of what He has done dispels doubts. The place of 
baptism in making disciples cannot be neglected either. 
It is in baptism that God’s Triune name is placed upon 
us. The Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit are all 
at work in bringing us to salvation. 

   As the eleven left that mountain Galilee they did go 
somewhere else, to Jerusalem, and there on the day of 
Pentecost the book of Acts records that the believers 
were able to dispel the doubts of thousands more as 
they proclaimed the message of the Gospel boldly. 

   So may God’s Word continue to dispel our doubts. 
May His Word and Sacraments deliver to us all of 
Christ’s gracious gifts. May the message of the       
Resurrected Christ be proclaimed over and over again 
whether we are going across the world or across the 
room. Thanks be to God for His precious gifts.    

The Great Commission 
By Pastor  Dennis Norby 



In this newsletter there is a lot of      

information in a small amount of 

space! Please read carefully and      

contact the church if you have any 

questions. 
 

 

 

 

 Sunday morning worship services will     

continue to be held in person and 

livestreamed on our website 

      www.gracefree.com/watch-online 

      Services will be archived on the website, so       

      you are able to go back and view previous    

      services.  

 Tuesday morning Men’s Discipleship & 

Saturday morning Men’s Prayer are 

meeting in person at the regular times. 
 Wednesday evening Bible Study will       

continue to be held at 7pm in person and via 

Zoom. Meeting ID: 864 4317 7191 
      Password: 622318 

 WMF will not meet until further notice and 

there will be NO quarterly meeting in June. 

 Youth group will meet Wednesdays at 7pm 

at Chautauqua Park. Bring your own 

lawnchair or blanket to sit on. 

 The Lake Chapel will not open until     

further notice. 

 
There will be a Blood Drive at Grace  

Thursday, June 11- 11:30am-6:00pm  
 Contact Elaine Miedema, 845-9972 

 
2   Claudia Gilbertson       
     Bryan Wolla                  
3   Jeffrey Richman                                     
     Steve Richman 
4   Abby Shanenko (Eric)  
6   Colleen McGinnity 
     Rebecca Drummond 
7   Vivian Stugelmeyer             
     Tricia Pfennig (Greg)                 
10  Kinsley Hoots (Nathan) 
12 Carol Huber 
     Josh Schroeder        20 Delores Card  
     Elisabeth Borg (Kevin)        21 Haley Jensen 
13 Duane Wetch         22 Brandon Pritchett (Monte)      
     Kevin McGinnity                 28 Amelia Meester (Tom) 
14 Danny Schroeder         
15 Trevan Pfennig (Greg) 
     Elaine Almberg         Our Missionaries 
     Wanda Niess           1 Steve Kvale  
16 Jessa Hafele                       21 Emily Raan 
17 Nancy Van Bruggen             Elijah Wagner (Josh)                                         
19 Ashten Hannig (Darin)         29 Jeremiah Jore (Nate)          

Zion’s Schedule 

Sundays    

 9am Divine Worship 

Wednesdays  

 7pm Adult Bible Study at Grace 

 7pm Youth Group at Chautauqua Park 

 
Grace Free Lutheran Church Council Meeting  

Thursday, June 18, 2020 

Deacons Meet 6:30pm; Boards Meet 7:00pm 

Council Meets 8:00pm  

Complete Council meeting minutes and monthly 

financial report are available in the copy room. 

 
Financial Summary 

As of 5/31/20 
 General Fund=$55,004.02 
 Building Improvement Fund=$10,0145.76 
(Sign=$1,483.23; Parking Lot=$3,5000.00;      
Undesignated=$5,162.53) 
 Scholarship Fund=$5,682.99 
 Seminary Fund=103.28 
General Fund CD=$10,199.78  
Parking Lot Fund CD=$30,000.00 
 
January-May, 2020 
General Fund Average Weekly Income $6,311.81 
General Fund Average Weekly Expense $5,536.97 
 

Confirmation was held on Sunday, 
May 31. Congratulations to our  
confirmands- Ella Olson,  Isabelle 
Pickar and Iris Richman.  

 
Teen Camp at FaHoCha  
July 26 - 31, early registration due July 1 
  
Pre-Teen Camp at FaHoCha  
August 2-6, early registration due July 15 
 
*Talk to Nikki or contact the church for registration 
forms. 
 
SINGSPIRATION AT HOMEWOOD  
Sunday, June 7, 2020, at 3:30 pm 
Sing-along songs will start at 3:15pm. 
 
Masks are not required. We trust that everyone who is 
healthy and chooses to come will do what they are 
comfortable with (i.e. bring and wear a mask, etc.) and 
can choose to spread out as space permits. Hand sani-
tizer is always available and you are welcome and en-
couraged to use it. 

Following the program, store purchased individually 
wrapped snacks will be served. Coffee, punch, and wa-
ter will be available as well. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 
Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 

3 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 
 
Youth Group at 
Chautauqua Park 
7pm 

4 
 
 
 
 

5 
 

6 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
Divine Worship 
with Holy  
Communion 
10:30am 

8 

 
 
 

9 
Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 
 
Youth Group at 
Chautauqua Park 
7pm 

11 
Blood Drive 
11:30am-6pm 
 
 

12 
 
 
 
 

13 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 

14 

Divine Worship 
10:30am 
 
 
 
 

15 
 
 
 
 

16 

Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 

17 

Adult Bible Study 
7pm 
 
Youth Group at 
Chautauqua Park 
7pm 

18 

Deacons Meet 
6:30pm 
Boards Meet 7pm 
Council Meets 
8pm 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 

Divine Worship 
10:30am 

22 

 

23 
Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 
 

 
 
 
 

24 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 
 
Youth Group at 
Chautauqua Park 
7pm 

25 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

26 
 

27 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 

28 

Divine Worship 
10:30am 
 
 

29 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

30 
Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 
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Sundays at Grace       Sundays at Zion 
 Divine Worship    10:30 AM      Divine Worship   9:00 AM 
                          
       
 
Sundays: Lift High the Cross  KOVC (1490) 10 AM  KSJB(600) 8 AM  
Watch Live!  Sunday Mornings at 10:30 AM at www.gracefree.com/watch-online 

 
Church office hours are 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM, Mon-Fri               Phone:  (701) 845-2753     
 
E-mail:  gracefree@msn.com                                                Website:  www.gracefree.com 
 
Senior Pastor Dennis Norby   thenorbys@msn.com 
Associate Pastor Kevin Borg     borgkevine@gmail.com 
Administrative Assistant~ Sarah Meester     gracefree@msn.com  
Youth Leaders~ Troy & Nikki Hanson    Troy– pavick44@gmail.com; Nikki– nikhanson@msn.com 
Children’s Ministry Leader~ Erin Dahl 


