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1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 “But we do not want you to 
be uninformed, brothers, about those who are 
asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who 
have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died 
and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will 
bring with him those who have fallen asleep.” 
 
   Not always, but most of the time, these are verses 
that I share with families who have gathered        
together back in the chapel at church before a      
funeral. They gather there to take a moment to hear 
a couple of words of instruction before entering the 
sanctuary. They gather to pray that God might help 
them in their grief and sorrow. They are directed to 
God’s Word because there we find hope. 
 
   I share these words because grief is real, and     
sorrow is something that we really do experience in 
this broken and sinful world. The Apostle Paul 
wrote these words because he wanted the people of 
Thessalonica to know something; he did not want 
them to be “uninformed.” We find out in Acts that 
Paul had been to Thessalonica and we are told that 
“on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from 
the Scriptures” (Acts 17:2). After this short time a 
mob formed, and Paul was soon forced to leave 
Thessalonica and head to Berea (Acts 17:10). So, in 
that short time people came to faith in Christ but 
Paul was not able to teach them several things     
concerning the return of Christ. 
 
   Now, I will be the first to admit that I am          
uninformed about a lot of things. In fact, in some 
areas, I have to say, I have purposely kept myself 
uninformed. There are some things that I just don’t 
want to know about. But when it comes to eternal 
things; when it comes to life and death matters being 
uninformed can leave us filled with anxiety or grief 
and sorrow that God does not want us to carry. He 
desires that such burdens be lifted from us. 
 
   For this reason, Paul wrote to the Thessalonians 
about those believers who had died. He calls the 
death of a believer “sleep” for, at least a couple of 
reasons. First, the death of a believer brings about a 
separation of the body and spirit that is temporary. 
When we lay our heads down to rest our bodies do 
not always stay at rest, but we awaken after a time. 
In non-medical and non-psychological terms our 
rest, which might truly be hours of time, goes by in 
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an instant. It is temporary. Secondly, when we 
awaken after sleeping, we are able again to use the 
body that we have been given with all our senses 
and abilities. When Paul uses “sleep” to describe the 
passing of a loved one he is emphasizing that       
believers who have died are not suffering or being 
punished while they are in such a state but are going 
to be awakened without any trouble when the Lord 
returns. 
 
   He speaks about those who have passed away so 
that the living Thessalonians might understand and 
not grieve as those who have no hope. The grief of 
the unbeliever is something that we might say     
cannot be resolved. It can only be endured. What I 
mean is this that any “comforts” that unbelievers 
receive are only dealing with the symptoms and not 
the root cause of their grief. There is no true conso-
lation without the Gospel. 
 
   What kind of news could ever take away or truly 
deal with the grief of losing a loved one? The     
Gospel. The Good News of what Jesus Christ has 
done for those who believe. This is what Paul points 
to in these verses. He says that Jesus died and rose 
again. He says that through Jesus, God will bring 
with him those who have fallen asleep. What Paul is 
informing the Thessalonian believers about is that 
Christ’s power over death extends over everything. 
 
   A believer doesn’t have hope for just this life. A 
believer doesn’t have to worry about their believing 
family and friends in eternity. God has promised to 
gather us all together. To bring us all together into 
the place of rejoicing where our tears will be wiped 
away. 
 
   A person is often at a loss for words at a funeral. 
We often struggle with what might be best to say. 
We know that often in times of grief and pain        
the words we say might be more quickly branded      
into our brains then at other times. Paul shared    
these words with the people in Thessalonica         
and  said encourage each other with these words     
(1 Thessalonians 4:18). When we experience the 
loss of a loved one, we can use these words. We 
should use these words, “We believe that Jesus died 
and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will 
bring with him those who have fallen asleep.” 
Thanks be to God for His victory over sin and death 
for us and for the promise of His unfailing care for 
all His people. May He fill us with peace and     
comfort now and   always. Amen. 

To Be Uninformed 
By Pastor Dennis Norby 



Grace Free Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting  

Thursday, November 12, 2020 

Deacons Meet 6:30pm 

Boards Meet 7pm 

Council Meets 8pm 
 

Complete Council meeting minutes and monthly 

financial report are available in the copy room. 
 

Financial Summary 
As of 10/31/20 
 General Fund=$69,091.79 
 Building Improvement Fund=$7,110.76 
(Sign=$1,483.23; Parking Lot=$215.00; 
Roof=$250.00; Undesignated=$5,162.53) 
 Scholarship Fund=$4,678.17 
 Seminary Fund=$653.28 
General Fund CD=$10,199.78  
Parking Lot Fund CD=$35,388.56 
 
January-September 2020 
General Fund Average Weekly Income $6,362.48 
General Fund Average Weekly Expense $5,777.86 

  
   
Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 
   Thank you so very much for your 
kind words, gifts, & fellowship 
shown our family. During this transitional time, it 
is so meaningful to us to be able to reflect &     
remember our time serving you.  It has been our 
JOY to serve alongside you in ministry to the body 
of Christ. 
   Thank you for your well wishes & help as we 
move to Park River to begin serving there. While 
miles may separate us for a time, they are only 
miles!  We treasure your love & friendship & take 
that with us. 
   You are cherished and we love you and we will 
miss you. 
   Thank you again for loving us. 
In Christ,  
Kevin & Tina Borg and family 
 

Zion’s Schedule 

Sundays    

 9am Divine Worship 

 10am Fellowship 

Wednesdays  

 7pm Answers For Kids at Grace

 7pm Youth Group at Grace 

 7pm Adult Bible Study at Grace 

Harvest Dinner and Singspiration 

 Sunday, November 29 

  5:00 pm Singspiration 

  6:00 pm Dinner 

If church services or activities are          
canceled due to weather the announcement 
will be sent via email, posted on the Grace 
Free Facebook page & Grace Free Website, 
announced on KOVC radio 1490AM and 
Valley News Live (Channel 4 & 11). If in 
doubt, feel free to call one of the pastors or 
deacons. 

 
Sunday morning worship     
services are livestreamed and 
archived at gracefree.com 

If you have any problems with the 
livestream, don’t hesitate to contact the 
church office. 
 
You may also participate in Wednesday 
night Bible study via Zoom. Contact the 
church office for the meeting information. 



AFLC Missionary of the Month 
Brent & Emily Raan 

   Pastor Brent and Emily Raan and their children 
(Amaleah, Sarala and Isaiah) are missionaries to 
Uganda, Africa. Brent and Emily began their work 
there in September of 2017.  They have spent 
their first years studying the culture, building rela-
tionships and reaching out to people in their com-
munity.  The Raans were called to Uganda with 
the vision of planting free and living Lutheran con-
gregations.  Brent and Emily are praying over a 
strategic location to make that a reality. 
   Brent also continues to work with the Ambassa-
dor Institute program in Uganda. The Ambassador 
Institute program is overseen by a leadership 
team made up of nationals and classes continue 
to expand out from the Jinja area.  Brent is also 
working as a trainer with the Ambassador Institute 
program in India. 
 
Prayer Requests: 
 For guidance and open doors concerning the 

upcoming stages of their ministry 
 For wisdom in all they do 
 For their children 
 For health and safety for their family 
 For opportunities to serve and build relation-

ships with the Ugandans and the Indian popu-
lation in Jinja 

 
Birthdays: 
Brent: March 13 
Emily: June 21 
Amaleah: July 30, 2014 
Sarala: December 20, 2016 
Isaiah: November 12, 2018 
 
Email Address: 
brentraan@gmail.com 
 
 

Raan Family News 

October & November 2020 

October 21st marked the day that our family was 
supposed to fly out and return to Uganda. The day 
was filled with good memories, as we tried to   
celebrate all things Uganda, and yet we would not 
be truthful if we said that it wasn’t hard. I (Brent) 
once told my parents that “There is never a good 
day to leave, but there is always a good day to 
arrive.” We are always torn from place to place. 
When we are here, we miss there, and when we 
are there, we miss here. God reminded me this 
morning that the best place to be is resting in His 
arms. Psalm 91:1-2 says, “He who dwells in the 
shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow 
of the Almighty. I will say to the Lord, ‘My refuge 
and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.’”  

This is our calling as believers and a good        
reminder as we face elections. Can we hand over 
our lives fully to the Lord and be willing to be used 
by Him in whichever direction that might be, even 
if it means to go through suffering? Oh, that I 
would remember that this life is only momentary 
and learn to take shelter in His shadow.  

So what is keeping us from returning to Uganda? 
Well, first, we are renewing my work permit. We 
are having some difficulties with that, but hopefully 
that all will be resolved soon. Then, we had to get 
a new passport for Isaiah; pray that we will be 
able to receive it in a timely manner. Finally, for us 
to be fully funded we need around $700 more in 
monthly supporters and more one time gifts to 
cover flights and an emergency fund. We praise 
God that we have had new people joining our 
team of supporters these past couple of months 
and we've had amazing gifts from so many of you! 
Thank you to all who have stood with us; you 
have been such a blessing! We don't take your 
gifts lightly; they are all received in celebration 
and thanksgiving the Lord - our ultimate provider. 

Brent, Emily, Amaleah, Sarala, & Isaiah Raan 

 

Grace Free Lutheran, 
   Thank you for your ongoing prayers and 
support. It is such an encouragement and  
honor to be sent by you. May the Lord bless 
you.  
In Christ, The Raans 

mailto:brentraan@gmail.com


Men’s Brotherhood 
Thanksgiving Dinner 

Wednesday, November 18 
 

   Carryout Meals at 5:30pm– Please 
call the church office at  845-2753 if 
you would like a meal delivered to you. 

 

Supper served 6:00pm-7:00pm 
Ladies are asked to bring pies for the supper 

 

Thanksgiving Service -7:30pm 

 

 

Youth Group meets 
Wednesdays at 7pm 
in the youth room. 

 
Youth Group Game Day  
Sunday, November 22, noon-5pm 
Lunch will be provided. Bring your 
board games and extra snacks, and 
mask if you feel more comfortable. 

 

 

SUNDAY 

November 1  

at 4pm 

 

Join us for a program 

including all Sunday school 

students, youth group, adult 

choir and more. A  fellowship 

meal will be served by the  

Stewardship Board following 

the program. 

 6  Gary Retterath 
 7  Daniel Norby (Dennis) 
     Tina Borg 
10 Riley Pickar  
 (Lindsey Schroeder) 
     Walter Rolf   
12 Tee Sylling (Jason)  
13 Emmett Olson (Matt) 
14 Arlene Simpson     MISSIONARIES 
15 Darin Hannig    12 Isaiah Lee (John)  
17 Doug Sorensen     26 Judah Jore      
19 Sophie Gilbertson (Erik)       (Nathan) 
21 Martha Norby (Dennis)            28 Andrew Olson 
22 Rick Derheim       30 Glenda Kvale 
24 Jace Shanenko (Jeremy)       
27 Erik Gilbertson    
      Matt Olson  
30 Donna Hass   
     Kristi Shanenko   
    Owen Schroeder (Dan)   

 
Valley City Right to Life will meet 

at 7pm,Tuesday, November 3rd  

at Grace.  

 

Children’s Ministry News 
Sunday School 9:00 am 

“Answers for Kids” (prek- 6th grade)  
 Wednesdays-  Game Time (optional) 6:30-7pm  
  Class 7-8pm 
Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes are due November 
15. Shipping is $9/box. Please write what age and 
gender your box is for & have payment with the box– 
but not in it– or give payment to Erin or Sarah.  Last 
year’s boxes went to Namibia, Africa. 
 
Women’s Bible Study 
 Thursdays at 10:30am 
Bible Study 
  Wednesdays at 7pm 
Faith Evening Circle 
 Tuesday, November 24, 7pm 
Men’s Discipleship 
 Tuesdays  at 6am 
Men’s Prayer 
 Saturdays at 7am 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Sunday School 
9am 
Fellowship 10am 
Divine Worship 
with Holy  
Communion 
10:30am 
Fall Program & 
Dinner 4pm 

2 3 
Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 

4 
Confirmation 6pm 
 
Answers For Kids 
7pm 
 
Youth Group 7pm 
 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 

5 
Women’s Bible 
Study 10:30am 
 

 
 
 
 

6 7 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 
Sunday School 
9am 
 
Fellowship 10am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 
 

9 

 
 
 

10 
Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11  
Quilting 1pm 
Confirmation 6pm 
Answers For Kids 
7pm 
Youth Group 7pm 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 

12 
Women’s Bible 
Study 10:30am 
 
Deacons Meet 
6:30pm 
 
Boards Meet 7pm 
 
Council Meets 
8pm 

13 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 

15 
Sunday School 
9am 
 
Fellowship 10am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 
 
 
 

16 
 
 
 
 
 

17 

Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 
 
 

18 

Confirmation 
5:30pm 
Carryout Meals  
5:30pm 
Thanksgiving  
Supper 6-7pm 
Thanksgiving  
Service 7:30pm 

19 

Women’s Bible 
Study 10:30am 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
Sunday School 
9am 
 
Fellowship 10am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 
 
Youth Group 
Game Day 12pm 

23 
 
 

24 
Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 
 
Faith Evening 
Circle 7pm 

25 
 
No Activities 

26 
 
Church Office 
Closed 

 
 
 
 

27 
 

28 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 

29 
Sunday School 
9am 
 
Fellowship 10am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 

30 

 
 
                                   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRACE FREE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2351 WEST MAIN ST. 
VALLEY CITY   ND 58072 

 

«AddressBlock» 

 
Sundays at Grace  Sundays at Zion 
     Sunday School 9:00 AM                                                                       Divine Worship      9:00 AM 
     Divine Worship    10:30 AM                 
             
          
 
Sundays: Lift High the Cross  KOVC (1490) 10 AM  KSJB(600) 8 AM  
Listen Live!  Sunday Mornings at 10:30 AM at www.gracefree.com 
 
Church office hours are 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM, Mon-Fri              Phone:  (701) 845-2753     
 
E-mail:  gracefree@msn.com                                                       Website:  www.gracefree.com 
 
Senior Pastor Dennis Norby   thenorbys@msn.com 
Administrative Assistant~ Sarah Meester     gracefree@msn.com  
Youth Leaders~ Troy & Nikki Hanson    Troy– pavick44@gmail.com; Nikki– nikhanson@msn.com 
Children’s Ministry Leader~ Erin Dahl 


