
GRACE NOTES DECEMBER 2020 

“and the God of peace will be with you.”  
    Philippians 4:9 
 
   At our Thanksgiving service this year we looked 
at Philippians 4:6-9 and considered how the Lord 
calls us to cast our cares on Him and to turn to 
Him in prayer with thanksgiving. This kind of  
instruction and reminder is always good for us, 
not just near the end of the month of November. 
Thanks be to God for His gracious gifts to us. 
   Now we have moved into the beginning of the 
new church year, the season of Advent. We are 
focused on the promises and proclamations that 
the Messiah will come. We have a wealth of   
wonderful words from the prophets. They direct 
our eyes to the Messiah who comes and mercifully 
helps in all our needs. One example that stands out 
is Isaiah 7:14 which states, “Therefore the Lord 
himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his 
name Immanuel.” Many of us remember that 
“Immanuel” means “God with us.” In the above 
verse we have this wonderful phrase, “and the 
God of peace will be with you.” This is a fitting 
thought for the Christmas season. This is, in fact, 
the main point of our celebration, isn’t it?    
Christmas means God is with us. Christmas means 
that the God who reigns in heaven has fulfilled 
His promise to send the Messiah. Christ is the God 
of peace in the flesh. 
   Part of this news is so wonderful because we 
often feel so alone. Especially when hard times 
come, it is good to know that someone will be 
alongside of us to help us and maybe even guide 
us through those times. What God’s Word says is 
that we are not alone and that the God of the    
universe is with us to help us through every part of 
this life we have now. Part of this news of Christ 
being with us is so wonderful because we know 
our weaknesses. Even if we did not feel alone and 
thought we could make it through each trouble 
and trial of life, we wouldn’t be able to make it. 
The presence of God is a guide and help but the 
presence of God also means life and salvation. 
Where Christ is present so are His gifts of         
forgiveness and eternal life! 
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   Now we can marvel in the presence of Christ. It 
might be good for us to remember how it is that 
God has promised to be with us. The disciples 
were able to walk and talk with Jesus during His 
days on the earth, but they also saw Him ascend 
into heaven to be seated at the right hand of God. 
Does this mean that the God of peace wasn’t with 
them anymore? Of course not. Jesus Christ has 
promised to be with us. To see how this promise is 
fulfilled we will look at a few examples in which 
the Scripture says the God of peace, Jesus, is with 
us now. 
   The first example is in the gathering of the 
church. In the section concerning dealing with a 
brother who sins against you Jesus says, “Again I 
say to you, if two of you agree on earth about   
anything they ask, it will be done for them by my 
Father in heaven. For where two or three are   
gathered in my name, there am I among them.” 
(Matthew 18:19-20) 
   The second example is in the Lord’s Supper. 
The Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians teaches the 
church that “Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or 
drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner 
will be guilty concerning the body and blood of 
the Lord. Let a person examine himself, then, and 
so eat of the bread and drink of the cup.             
For anyone who eats and drinks without            
discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on                    
himself” (1 Corinthians 11:27-29.) 
   The third example is in the believer. The    
Apostle Paul wrote to the Ephesians, “So I ask 
you not to lose heart over what I am suffering for 
you, which is your glory. For this reason I bow my 
knees before the Father, from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named, that according to 
the riches of his glory he may grant you to be 
strengthened with power through his Spirit in your 
inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts through faith” (Ephesians 3:13-17a). 
   We could talk of other examples and also of 
how the presence of the Holy Spirit connects in all 
of this, but we will leave that for another day.   
Today, be filled with peace and joy because Jesus 
is with us. The God of peace is with us. Because 
of the Savior’s birth we can have peace now and 
always. May God bless you all as we remember 
and celebrate the coming of Jesus the Prince of 
Peace and the blessed news that He is with us. 

Peace on the Earth 
By Pastor Dennis Norby 



Grace Free Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting  

Thursday, December 10, 2020 

Deacons Meet 6:30pm 

Boards Meet 7pm 

Council Meets 8pm 
 

Complete Council meeting minutes and monthly 

financial report are available in the copy room. 
 

Financial Summary 
As of 11/30/20 
 General Fund=$96,715.27 
 Building Improvement Fund=$7,460.76 
(Sign=$1,483.23; Parking Lot=$565.00; 
Roof=$250.00; Undesignated=$5,162.53) 
 Scholarship Fund=$7,337.17 
 Seminary Fund=$653.28 
General Fund CD=$10,199.78  
Parking Lot Fund CD=$35,388.56 
 
January-October 
General Fund Average Weekly Income $6,359.12 
General Fund Average Weekly Expense $5,695.60 

  
   
A Message from the Stewardship Board~  
   The Stewardship Board would like to 
thank you for your faithful support during 
this past year. Our purpose as a board is to 
raise money for the scholarship fund. These 
funds are used to support up to half of the 
tuition costs each year for our Bible School 
students.  We have chosen to do this 
through providing the congregation a      
variety of meals with the help of Thrivent 
funds and your donations. We are grateful 
for your generosity! 
 
   COVID has presented all of us with some 
new challenges to include serving meals! 
At this time, the scholarship fund is about 
$2100.00 short from paying the second   
semester. The payment will be sent off in 
January.  We are asking for your help. 
Please prayerfully consider giving an      
additional offering for scholarships.  We 
are confident we can meet our goal by the 
end of December! Thank you for your 
faithful support! 

Christmas Eve  

 Service  
December 24, 5:00pm 
 

Zion’s Schedule 

Sundays    

 9am Divine Worship 

 10am Fellowship 

Wednesdays  

 7pm Answers For Kids at Grace

 7pm Youth Group at Grace 

 7pm Adult Bible Study at Grace 

 
 
Per the state of North Dakota and 
Valley City mask plan, persons      

attending religious services are exempt from 
having to wear masks, “however, Face       
Coverings are strongly encouraged.”    
The Grace church council recommends the 
following steps to protect our congregation 
and community without forsaking the gather-
ing of believers (Hebrews 10:25):  
  

 Please stay home when not feeling well.  

 Please feel welcome to wear a mask while in 
the church building.  

 When entering or leaving, please use hand 
sanitizer.  

 When possible, please sit in family groups.  

 Finally, be cognizant of the desires of other 
church members to maintain social distance 
and give people space.  

  
At this time, we will plan to continue with all 

normally scheduled weekly activities with an 

emphasis on the precautions above. In addi-

tion, the Sunday worship service will continue 

to be live streamed 

at www.gracefree.com/watch-online  

 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gracefree.com%2Fwatch-online&data=04%7C01%7CKristi.Shanenko%40k12.nd.us%7C87b31e08a859425a607908d8881086ab%7Cdbbf782acef14af186c81f9201061db6%7C0%7C0%7C637408951844252667%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZ


Children’s Ministry News 
Sunday School 9:00 am 
**There will be no Sunday School December 27. 

Christmas Program 
 December 20 at 4pm 
Answers for Kids (prek- 6th grade)  
 Wednesdays-   
 Game Time (optional) 6:30-7pm  
 Class 7-8pm 
**There will be no AFK December 23 & 30. 

 
Our Church Family Tree 

I’d like to invite each family to bring an ornament 
to hang on our dining room tree.  Once the tree is 
up please bring your ornament and find a good 
spot to hang it on the tree. They will be kept and 
used each year. (If your kids are like mine they 
may each want to bring an ornament, that would 
be great!) 

 

Our Christmas Greetings 

I would like to also invite you to bring your Christ-
mas cards/pictures to hang and share. I will have 
an area ready to display them after Thanksgiving. 

 

Sunshine Letters 

The kids have been coloring pages, drawing pic-
tures, and writing letters that I then make colored 
copies of and send to each one on our church bul-
letin prayer list in a bright colored envelope each 
week. I encourage the kids to write a little note on 
the back. Adults can take part too! I have a basket 
of some pre-printed pages or you can do your 
own. Return them to the “return basket”. Please 
check out the hallway by the kitchen which is fill-
ing up with copies of the letters and all the thank 
you notes we’ve received.  
 

For the Christmas season I would like to expand 
on this a bit. Those on our prayer list will receive 
their weekly letter but also an extra gift each 
week. The first week of December they will each 
receive a Christmas wall hanging the kids have 
made. Week Two will be a fresh greenery center-
piece. Week Three will be a container of Christ-
mas goodies! Soooo this is where I need a little 
help. I need some volunteers to help deliver the 
centerpieces and the goodies. Please sign up on 
the sign-up sheet on the table if you are able to 
help. And if you know of anyone who would enjoy 
receiving a Sunshine Letter please let me know, 
and I will get them added to the list. 
 

Thanks, Erin Dahl  
701-388-0631 
 

 

If church services or activities are          

canceled due to weather the announcement 

will be sent via email, posted on the Grace 

Free Facebook page & Grace Free Website, 

announced on KOVC radio 1490AM and 

Valley News Live (Channel 4 & 11). If in 

doubt, feel free to call one of the pastors or 

deacons. 

 
Sunday morning worship 
services are livestreamed and 
archived at gracefree.com 

If you have any problems with the 
livestream, don’t hesitate to contact the 
church office. You may also participate in 
Wednesday night Bible study via Zoom. 
Contact the church office for the meeting 
information. 

Poinsettia Display 
If you would like to give a poinsettia 
in memory of or in honor of a loved 
one, you may sign up outside the 
sanctuary. The cost for poinsettias is 
$15.  



 

Youth Group Christmas Party  
and Secret Santa gift exchange~ 
Pick up “Your Favorite Things” Christmas 
gift exchange list at Youth Group, the kiosk 
or check your email! Turn it in Wednesday, 
December 9 to pick out your Secret Santa 
name at Youth Group that evening. We will 
have our Christmas Party and gift exchange 
on Wednesday, December 16. 
 
 
 
Please Note– there will be no BBQ supper 
served after the Christmas Program this 
year. Please watch for other ways to donate 
to the youth group to get ready for FLY 
2021 

 

 1   Sonja Jorgensen 
 2   Madelyn Hoots (Nathan) 
 3   Rebekah Norby (Dennis) 
 4   Ann Anderson 
 5   Diane Olson 
 6   Jackie Hafele 
      Grace Hanson (Penny Wolla)    
      Greg Shanenko 
      Tim Hass 
      David Peterson (Brent)       23 Troy Hanson 
      Evie Sorensen            24 Noel Murray 
 7   Megan Sorensen (Doug)     25 Lisa VanBruggen 
 8   Nate Jorgensen (Randal)     26 Sarah Meester                  
      Betty Hiatt      Jonah Wolla (Bryan) 
10  Faith Peterson (Brent)         27 Claire Hass(Tim)        
      Lexi Grotberg              28 Carter Hass(Tim)        
11  Theo Herzog                       29 Carson Hass (Tim) 
14  Valorie Hass (Nick)                  Kris McLean 
15  Anne Haga                         31 Hali Miller (Deb)    
      Meredith Hovda (Kevin)          Allie Hafele (Jessa) 
16  Vicki Hass      Myron VanBruggen     
17  James Sanden     
      Robert Fischer (Jennifer)   Missionaries 
      Evan Schroeder (Josh)   20 Sarala Raan (Brent) 
18  Mike Kjelland                       21 Josiah Wagner               
19  Jack Jordan (Tim)                  (Josh) 
      Julie Hass               24 Joshua Wagner 
      Kathy Laumb            
21 Rachel Melvin (Randy)                             
     Samantha Norby       

      
 
 
 
WMF Quarterly Meeting 
 Monday, December 7, 7pm 
Quilting 
    Wednesday, December 9, 
 1pm 
Women’s Bible Study 
 Thursdays at 10:30am 
Bible Study 
  Wednesdays at 7pm 
Faith Evening Circle 
 Tuesday, December 22, 7pm 
Men’s Discipleship 
 Tuesdays  at 6am 
Men’s Prayer 
 Saturdays at 7am 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 

2 
Confirmation 6pm 
 
Answers For Kids 
7pm 
 
Youth Group 7pm 
 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 

3 
Women’s Bible 
Study 10:30am 
 

 
 
 
 

4 5 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
Sunday School 
9am 
 
Fellowship 10am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 
 

7 

WMF Christmas 
Party & Meeting 
7pm 
 
 

8 
Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 
Quilting 1pm 
Confirmation 6pm 
Answers For Kids 
7pm 
Youth Group 7pm 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 

10 
Women’s Bible 
Study 10:30am 
 
Deacons Meet 
6:30pm 
 
Boards Meet 7pm 
 
Council Meets 
8pm 

11 
 
 
 
 
 

12 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 

13 
Sunday School 
9am 
 
Fellowship 10am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 
 
 
 

14 
 
 
 
 
 

15 

Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 
 
 

16 
Confirmation 6pm 
Answers For Kids 
7pm 
Youth Group 7pm 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 

17 

 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 
Sunday School 
9am 
 
Fellowship 10am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 
 
Christmas  
Program 4pm 

21 
 
 

22 
Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 
 
Faith Evening 
Circle 7pm 

23 
No Activities 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christmas Eve 
Candlelight  
Service 5pm 

25 
 
 
 
 
Church  
Office Closed 

26 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 

27 

Divine Worship 
10:30am 

28 

 
 
                                   
 

 
 
 
 
 

29 
 
 

30 
No Activities 

31   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRACE FREE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2351 WEST MAIN ST. 
VALLEY CITY   ND 58072 

 

«AddressBlock» 

 
Sundays at Grace  Sundays at Zion 
     Sunday School 9:00 AM                                                                       Divine Worship      9:00 AM 
     Divine Worship    10:30 AM                 
             
          
 
Sundays: Lift High the Cross  KOVC (1490) 10 AM  KSJB(600) 8 AM  
Listen Live!  Sunday Mornings at 10:30 AM at www.gracefree.com 
 
Church office hours are 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM, Mon-Fri              Phone:  (701) 845-2753     
 
E-mail:  gracefree@msn.com                                                       Website:  www.gracefree.com 
 
Senior Pastor Dennis Norby   thenorbys@msn.com 
Administrative Assistant~ Sarah Meester     gracefree@msn.com  
Youth Leaders~ Troy & Nikki Hanson    Troy– pavick44@gmail.com; Nikki– nikhanson@msn.com 
Children’s Ministry Leader~ Erin Dahl 


