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James 1:25 “But the one who looks into the perfect 
law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no 
hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be 
blessed in his doing.” 
 
   We in the United States of America have enjoyed 
liberty or freedoms throughout the life of our coun-
try. Those freedoms didn’t just happen but came 
with a great cost. Many gave of their time and lives 
as they persevered against the enemies of freedom. 
The cause for freedom for all man would be worth 
it. The hearts of those who fought for freedom were 
stirred to follow the instructions of those who led 
them. The birth of a new country that would be 
made of laws to give freedom and equality for all 
people was established. 
 
   But, even more important, is the battle each of us 
have in the depths of our soul. We are all born sin-
ners and are spiritually dead. Sin has separated us 
from the God who created us. Sin has enslaved us 
and stripped the freedom to enjoy the blessings and 
fellowship of the Father. Thankfully we have a Fa-
ther in Heaven who loves us far more then we de-
serve. Knowing our need to be restored to life, the 
Father made a way through His Son who would give 
up His own life to give us spiritual freedom. 
 
   It is hard for us as sinners to comprehend that God 
the Father gave us His Law as a gift of love and 
mercy. Our old sinful nature sees an angry God who 
has set up instructions of dos and don’ts to punish 
us. We try to make up for it by trying to be obedient 
and doing good works in hope that He will forgive 
us and not punish us. This will only lead to disap-
pointment, hopelessness, and at the end of our life’s 
eternal separation from Him. 
 
   We have been studying the first commandment in 
confirmation class. “Thou shalt have no other gods 
before Me.” Luther’s Small Catechism tells us the 
meaning, “We should fear, love, and trust God 
above all things.” There are two types of fear of 
God. They are slavish fear and childlike fear. Slav-
ish fear of God is when we are afraid of punishment. 
Childlike fear is when we receive the love of God 
that leads us to love Him by respecting Him and be-
ing obedient to His will. One of the students asked, 
“So slavish fear is when we first try to be obedient 
because we want to try appease God so He will not 
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punish us? And childlike fear is when we come to 
trust God first and then we are obedient out of re-
spect for Him?” It is when we realize that we can do 
nothing from within ourselves or from our own 
strength to saved, but when we recognize our de-
pendence on God the Father that we are comforted. 
 
   It is only when we as wretched sinners hear the 
Word and look to the one man who perfectly kept 
the Law, Jesus Christ, that we can be set free. He 
kept the Law perfectly, went to the cross, and sacri-
ficed His life. His blood was shed to pay the price 
needed to satisfy the Father’s anger towards sin. He 
fulfilled it. It is by the blessed action of Jesus 
Christ’s redemptive act at the cross that we are freed 
from the sin that condemns us. That is the beautiful 
picture of the Gospel. Christ acted on our behalf that 
we may be freed from the condemnation of breaking 
the Law. 
 
   The blessed action of Jesus Christ death and resur-
rection paid for the penalty for all sin. We can claim 
confidently the victory over sin by receiving Christ’s 
great gift and His righteousness. The freedom fight-
ers for our United States fought that we would be 
able to live a life of freedom in the pursuit of happi-
ness. But this can be lost when we forget or break 
the laws that protect and guide us. The Spirit of the 
Lord reminds us to put our sins to death daily. Con-
fess your sins daily. We as Christ’s children serve a 
risen savior who loves us more than we can under-
stand. It is through His love that love and obedience 
is stirred in our hearts to give us meaning in life to 
fight the good fight. 
 
   Jesus Christ has defeated the enemy, sin, death, 
and the devil, to give you the liberty to live for Him. 
Trust in His gracious gift of grace. Pray to the Lord 
today that He would continue to guide and protect 
you. Pray that your actions would grow your love 
for Him because He first loved you. Pray that He 
will give you the perseverance, discipline, and desire 
to put to death daily those sins that so easily entan-
gle you. Live in the freedom of knowing that in 
Christ we have purpose in life to love and serve 
Him. It is worth it. May His will be done in your life 
and may the Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Law of Liberty Does Blessed Action 
By Intern Pastor Scott Erickson 



 

 
 
 
 
 

October is  
Pastor Appreciation Month. 

Thank You  
Pastor Dennis & Samantha  
and Pastor Scott & Tina 

for your service to 
our congregations. 

 

 

Grace Free Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting  

Thursday, October 7, 2021 

Deacons Meet 6:30pm 

Boards Meet 7pm 

Council Meets 8pm 

Complete Council meeting minutes and monthly 

financial report are available in the copy room. 

 

Grace Quarterly Congregational 

Meeting October 17 
There will be a potluck fellowship meal 

following the worship service. The meeting  

will begin at approximately 12:30pm. 
 
 

Financial Summary 
As of  09/24/21 
 General Fund=$90,092.51 
 Building Improvement Fund=$26,028.23 
(Sign=$1,483.23; Parking Lot=$1,725.00;  
Exterior Maintenance=$22,820.00) 
 Scholarship Fund=$10,428.22 
 Seminary Fund=$18,028.28 
 General Fund CD=$40,268.71 
 Parking Lot Fund CD=$44,103.56 
General Fund Average Weekly Income  $6,097.20 
General Fund Average Weekly Expense  $5,791.43 

                    

Zion’s Schedule 

Sundays    

 9am Divine Worship 

  10am Fellowship 

Wednesdays  

 7pm Answers For Kids at Grace 

 7pm Youth Group at Grace 

 7pm Adult Bible Study at Grace 

 

Zion Fall Auction 
Thursday, October 28, 7pm 
Pie and coffee will be served. 

Ladies, please bring two pies and something 

for the auction. 

 

 

Seminary Fundraiser 
Saturday, 

October 16, 2021 
 

The congregations of Grace and Zion 

are invited to a supper banquet on  

Saturday, October 16 for the purpose 

of raising  money for the Seminary 

Fund. Entertainment will be provided 

by Greg Hager. We also hope to have 

seminary students Troy Hanson and 

Mikey Meester here to give us an    

update.  Reservations are required. 

You may sign up in person at the 

church or call 845-2753. 

 
 



 
Dear Grace Free Congregation, 
 
Thank you for camp. I learned 
about Jonah when he was swal-
lowed by a fish. After that he 
went to Nineveh and that they 
repented. I enjoyed gaga ball, the 
water and skits.   
Benjamin Norby 
 
I was reminded of the story of Jonah. I learned about 
Ruth and how she went with her mother in law. I 
learned that we are living sacrifices in Romans. I     
enjoyed waking up early, playing games and the skits. 
Thank you for helping me pay get to camp. Rebekah 
Norby 
 
Thank you for helping me go to FaHoCha this year. I 
was glad when it was not canceled this year. At this 
year’s camp I learned about how alike us and the Isra-
elites are and a lot on Hebrews. I had a great time tub-
ing, playing and watching the camp Olympics, and last 
and by far my favorite, sleeping!  Isaac Norby 
 
At Bible camp this year we learned a lot! I am ex-
tremely thankful for the help our church provides in 
partially paying for camps. When I was asked to do 
this, I was happy to, though narrowing it down to 
around three things I learned and enjoyed is a bit diffi-
cult. With Pastor Adam as our evening speaker we 
were sure to learn more about the Free Lutheran Bible 
College which I plan to attend after I graduate. Having 
my dad as the morning speaker was enjoyable, as he 
took on the Book of Hebrews. I learned about Jesus, 
the Great High Priest. In Pastor Adam’s session we 
learned about Adam and Eve and studied Genesis. The 
three things I enjoyed most were:  chilling with my 
friends, deep discussions with friends about Christ, and 
being at camp in general!  Bible camp is a great place 
to be with friends while learning about God.  With a 
thankful heart, Elizabeth Norby 
 
I learned the tabernacle was always supposed to be 
temporary; Jesus’ sacrifice saves because he was sin-
less and it is better than the high priests’ because He 
used His own blood and He only had to die once for 
everyone’s sin; just because the Bible is true does not 
mean it’s not a story.  I enjoyed the games, talking with 
my friends and singing at the campfire and I am thank-
ful that I could go.  Jonah Norby 
 
 

Sunday, Oct. 3, 2020 

2:30—3:30 p.m.  

 

Join the National Life Chain! 

 

Stand with thousands of other pro-lifers through-

out USA and Canada in honor of millions of      

babies whose lives have been lost to abortion. 

Pray for people in crisis situations and for our  

nations.   

 

Receive your signs at the corner of W. Main Street 

and 10th St. SW (across from Pizza Ranch) or at 

West Main Street just east of Bayshore 

Coordinated locally by Valley City Right to Life 

 

 

 

F-M LUTHERANS FOR LIFE  
32nd Pro-Life Dessert Banquet  

 

“ I Have Called You by Name, You are Mine”  
     Isaiah 43:1 
 

Fostering to Adoption 

 

Sunday, October 3, 2021 * 3:00 p.m.  
Triumph Lutheran Brethren Church West Campus 
3745 Sheyenne Street, West Fargo, ND  
 
Guest Speakers Rev. Chris Waldvogel and Tim 
Mosser  
 
Two families share their personal stories about 
fostering and adoption 
 
You are invited to partner with us and give gener-

ously to a free will offering in support of Luther-
ans for Life.  To pre-register, or for more infor-
mation, email Mary Wittenberg at  

FMLFLBanquet@outlook.com  
or call 701-361-9904 

Life Chain is a peaceful and prayerful public       

witness of prolife Americans standing for one 

hour praying for our nation and for an end to 

abortion. It is a visual statement of solidarity by 

the Christian community that abortion kills chil-

dren and that the Church supports the sanctity 

of human life from the moment of conception 

until natural death. See www.LifeChain.net for 

more information.  



Children’s Ministry News 
Sunday School 9:00 am 

 
“Answers for Kids” (prek- 6th grade)  
  Wednesdays-  7:00 PM 
 
October 10–  
 Alpha Sunday School sing for special 
 music during the worship service 
 Sunday School program at 
 Bridgeview and Legacy 
 There will be a meal for families taking part 
 following the worship service. The program at 
 Bridgeview will begin at 12:30pm. The program 
 at Legacy will begin at 1:30pm. We will return 
 to the church around 2:30pm. Please let Erin 
 know if your family will be taking part.  
 
October 24–  
 Fall Program at 4pm 
 All are invited to take part. A meal will follow 
 the program and bingo and games will follow 
 the meal. 
 
Women’s Bible Study 
 Thursdays at 10am 
Quilters 
    Wednesday, Oct 13 at 1pm 
Faith Evening Circle 
 Tuesday, Oct 26 at 7pm 
Men’s Discipleship  
 Tuesdays at 6am 
Men’s Prayer 
 Saturdays at 7am  

 1  Alex Ketterer (Eric) 
 6  Andrew Hokana (Brandon) 
 8  Libbie Perleberg (Jeff) 
 9  Megan Roswick (Cody) 
10 Alton Himmerick 
11 Dennis Norby 
13 Terry Sorensen 
14 Carina Roehrich          
15 Lisa Rush          
17 Brent Peterson             
19 Gracia Rolf (Walter)             
     Macy Schlaht    
22 Shantell Schlaht             Missionaries  
     LaDeen Knutson     2 Anastasia Lee (John)  
23 Eldwyn Van Bruggen            6 Becky Abel  
     Sara Morehouse  9 Elizabeth Wagner  
     Preston Dahl (Mardy)                 (Josh)               
24 Adam Shanenko (Erik)         18 Paul Abel 
25 Adyson Hannig (Darin)          
     Connie Retterath 
26 Sylvia Neros (Shane) 
28 Grant Christensen  
29 Evie Grotberg (Ezra)  
30 Brynleigh Milbrandt  (Tom) 
     Della Richman 

SUNDAY 

October 24 at 4pm 

 

Join us for our Fall Program 

including all Sunday school 

students, youth and more. A  

meal will be served  following 

the program with bingo and 

games following the meal. 

 
 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

1 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
Sunday School 
9am 
 
Fellowship 10am 
 
Divine Worship 
with Holy  
Communion 
10:30am 

4 5 
Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 
 
 
 

6      

Confirmation 6pm 
 
Answers For Kids 
7pm 
 
Youth Group 7pm 
 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 
 

7 

Women’s Bible 
Study 10am 
 
Deacons Meet 
6:30pm 
 
Boards Meet 7pm 
 
Council Meets 
8pm 

8 
 
 
 
 

9 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 

10    Sunday 

School 9am 
 
Fellowship 10am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 
 
SS Program at 
Bridgeview & 
Legacy 12:30pm 

11 
 
 
 

12 

Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 
 
 

13  Quilters 1pm 

 
Confirmation 6pm 
 
Answers For Kids 
7pm 
 
Youth Group 7pm 
 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 

14 

Women’s Bible 
Study 10am 

15 

 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
Seminary Fund 
Banquet 
 
 
 
 
 

17    Sunday 

School 9am 
Fellowship 10am 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 
Potluck following 
worship service 
Quarterly  
Congregational 
Meeting 
12:30pm  

18 
 

19 
Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 
 

 

20 
Confirmation 6pm 
 
Answers For Kids 
7pm 
 
Youth Group 7pm 
 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 

21 
Women’s Bible 
Study 10am 
 
 
 

 
 
 

22 
 
 
 
 

23 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 

24    Sunday 
School 9am 
Fellowship 10am 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 
Fall Program 4pm 

31  Sunday 
School 9am 
Fellowship 10am 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 

25 
 
 
   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

26 

Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 
 
Faith Evening 
Circle 7pm 
 

 

27 
Confirmation 6pm 
 
Answers For Kids 
7pm 
 
Youth Group 7pm 
 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 

28 
Women’s Bible 
Study 10am 
 

 
 
 
Fall Auction 
7pm at Zion 

29 30 
Men’s Prayer 7am 

2021 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRACE FREE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2351 WEST MAIN ST. 
VALLEY CITY   ND 58072 

 

«AddressBlock» 

 
Sundays at Grace  Sundays at Zion 
     Sunday School      9:00 AM             Divine Worship      9:00 AM 
     Divine Worship    10:30 AM       Fellowship         10:00 AM  
         
             
          
 
Sundays: Lift High the Cross  KOVC (1490) 10 AM  KSJB(600) 8 AM  
Watch Live!  Sunday Mornings at 10:30 AM at www.gracefree.com/watch-online 
 
Church office hours are 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM, Mon-Fri              Phone:  (701) 845-2753     
 
E-mail:  gracefree@msn.com                                                       Website:  www.gracefree.com 
 
Senior Pastor Dennis Norby   thenorbys@msn.com 
Seminary Intern Scott Erickson    scfaer@hotmail.com 
Administrative Assistant~ Sarah Meester     gracefree@msn.com  
Children’s Ministry Leader~ Erin Dahl 


