
Bible Study on 1st Peter - Lesson 6 - 1 Peter 2:11-17  
“The Christian in Society” 

 
11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the 

passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. 12Keep your 
conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against 
you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the 
day of visitation.  

13 Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it 
be to the emperor as supreme, or to governors as sent by him to punish 
those who do evil and to praise those who do good. 15 For this is the will 
of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of 
foolish people. 16 Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as 
a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. 17Honor everyone. Love 
the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.  

 
 

Beginning at verse 11 of chapter 2 Peter moves into the second major 
section of his letter. It runs through chapter 3 verse 12. In the first major 
section of the epistle, Peter focused on the believer’s relationship with God. 
Now he begins to focus on how our relationship with God affects our 
relationships with others in the society in which we live. The second section 
builds upon the first. Knowing WHO we are helps us to know HOW we should 
live and WHY. 

Verses 11-12 of the text we study in this lesson provide a general 
summary or preamble to the remainder of the section in which Peter will 
focus on specific relationships we have in society. 
 

 

 
Why can Peter call a group of people he has never met “Beloved”? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



               Verses 11-12 - General principles 
 

What is the primary concern Peter expresses for believer’s in verses 
11-12? 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Peter calls believers “aliens and strangers” in verse 11. He has called us 
“aliens” once before, in 1:1. In what sense are believers aliens and 
strangers? 
 

 

 

What do you think Peter is referring to as “fleshly lusts,” from which we are 
to abstain? 

 

 

 

Peter’s admonition is stated both negatively and positively in verses 11-12. 
Negatively, believers are to “abstain from fleshly lusts.” Positively believers 
are to _______ _____ _____________ _____________ _______ ____ 
____________. 
 

 

 

What danger do “fleshly lusts” present to the Christian? 

 
See: 
(1 John 2:14-17 NASB)  "I have written to you, fathers, because you 
know Him who has been from the beginning. I have written to you, 
young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in 
you, and you have overcome the evil one. {15} Do not love the world, 
nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. {16} For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh 
and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the 
Father, but is from the world. {17} And the world is passing away, and 
also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God abides forever." 



Who is Peter referring to in verse 12 as “Gentiles”? 

 

 

 

Will the “Gentiles” automatically understand and appreciate our godly lives 
and values? 

 

 

 

Why does Peter encourage us to keep our behavior excellent in spite of the 
fact that many will slander us? 

 

 

 

What does Peter mean by his claim that some will glorify God in the day of 
visitation? 

 

 

 

What do you think Peter means by the “day of visitation”? 

 
 

NAS Luke 19:41-44 And when He approached, He saw the city and wept over it, 42 
saying, "If you had known in this day, even you, the things which make for peace! 
But now they have been hidden from your eyes. 43 "For the days shall come upon 
you when your enemies will throw up a bank before you, and surround you, and 
hem you in on every side, 44 and will level you to the ground and your children 
within you, and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did 
not recognize the time of your visitation." 
 

 

  



The                   Christian and Government (verses 13-17) 
 
In verses 13-17 Peter begins to define more clearly what excellent behavior 
is in specific situations. He begins with a discussion of the believer’s 
relationship to the government. 

 

(1 Peter 2:13-17) 13 Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human 
institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme, or to governors 
as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those who do 
good. 15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to 
silence the ignorance of foolish people. 16 Live as people who are free, 
not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of 
God. 17Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the 
emperor.  

  
 

What does Peter command of Christians in relationship to their government? 

 

 

 

How does the phrase ‘for the Lord’s sake’ qualify a believer’s submission to 
the state? 

 

 

 

How does Peter describe government in verse 13? 

 

 

 

What, according to Peter, are the primary purposes of government? 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



(Romans 13:1-7 NASB)  "Let every person be in subjection to the governing 
authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist 
are established by God. {2} Therefore he who resists authority has opposed 
the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation 
upon themselves. {3} For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, 
but for evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do what is good, and 
you will have praise from the same; {4} for it is a minister of God to you for 
good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for 
nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath upon the 
one who practices evil. {5} Wherefore it is necessary to be in subjection, not 
only because of wrath, but also for conscience' sake. {6} For because of this 
you also pay taxes, for rulers are servants of God, devoting themselves to 
this very thing. {7} Render to all what is due them: tax to whom tax is due; 
custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor." 
 

 

Peter’s readers would soon begin to experience abuse at the hands of 
the godless Roman government. Some would pay the highest possible price 
for allegiance to Christ - their lives. This persecution would be by legal 
sanction, but not by God’s will. Yet God would allow it because by  their 
excellent behavior (or “doing right”, as Peter describes it in verse 15) 
Christians ”may silence the ignorance of foolish men.”  
 

How is it possible that a Christian’s excellent behavior “may silence the 
ignorance of foolish men?” (v. 15) 
 

Is civil disobedience ever justified for a Christian? 

 

 

 

How far are we to take proper civil disobedience? 

 

 

 

What forms can civil disobedience rightly take? 

 

 

 

What does Peter mean when he says that Christians are to  “act as free 
men?” (Verse 16) 



 

 

The Christian has the clearest insight into the relationship between law and 
government and God. Both law and government have their origin in God. 
Both are ultimately subject to Him. 
 

Peter concludes this section with four exhortations which can be divided into 
two groups: 
 

 

 

We commented in an earlier lesson that to honor someone means to respect 
that person and hold him or her in high esteem. Why should we honor all 
men? 

 

 

 

Who do you think Peter is referring to as the “brotherhood” we are to love? 

 
 

 

 

What is important about the order of the last phrases in verse 17 - “fear God, 
honor the king?” 

 


