
Lesson 6 - 2 Peter 3:1-10 - “The Certainty of Christ’s Return” 
 
 

Near the end of Chapter 1, Peter commented on the attitude of the false teachers 
with respect to the Christian teaching concerning the Second Coming of Christ. In 
Chapter 2 Peter veered from that theme to give a vivid description and vehement 
denunciation of the false teachers. Now, in Chapter 3, Peter returns to the theme of the 
Second Coming of Christ. 
 
Theme: The Certainty of the 2nd Coming of Christ. 
I. Exhortation to remember the Christian teaching about the 2nd Coming. 
II. The errant Premise of the false teachers concerning the 2nd Coming. 
III. Arguments to counter the false teachers about the 2nd Coming. 
 
Do you think there is a correlation between the moral laxity propose and practiced by the 
false teachers (as discussed in Chapter 2) and their doctrinal position concerning the 2nd 
Coming of Christ? 

 
 
I. Exhortation to remember the Christian teaching about the 2nd Coming. 
In verse 1 Peter writes: “This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you....”  

-This passage could also be translated “This is ALREADY the second letter I am 
writing to you....” 
-”I am writing” is in the present tense, which indicates that these two letters were 
written very closely together. 

 
What is the first letter to which Peter makes reference in 3:1? 
 
 
 
How does Peter indicate to his readers in verse 1 that he is confident that they have not 
yet fallen prey to the false teachers? 

 
 
Why do you think Peter makes reference to the holy prophets and Jesus inverse 2? 

 
 
As Peter launches into his teaching about the 2nd Coming, what is the first thing he 
asserts? 

 
 
II. The errant Premise of the false teachers concerning the 2nd Coming. 
What is the single most important reason why mockers scoff at the idea of Christ’s return? 
 

 
 



III. Arguments to counter the false teachers about the 2nd Coming. 
In verses 5-10 Peter advances 4 arguments to refute the errant premise of the mockers. 
What are they? 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

 
1. Remember the Flood! 

Mockers fail to remember God’s judgment of sin and sinners through the flood. 
People in Noah’s day mocked God just as they do today. Today’s mockers are just as 
foolish to do so as the mockers in Noah’s day. Perhaps even more so today, since we are 
closer to the last of the last days than in Peter’s day when this letter was written. 
 
In what sense was the world formed out of water? 

 
 
Will the final judgment of the ungodly be carried out by means of water? 

 
 

 
2. Time is an inappropriate device by which to measure God’s actions. (Verse 8) 
 
Why is time an inappropriate device by which to measure God’s actions? 

 
 
 
3. The “delay” in terms of the 2nd Coming is part of God’s plan. He is actively using it to 
accomplish His purposes. (V 9) 
 
Why has God “delayed” the return of Christ? 

 
 

 
4. Warning: Don’t let the “routine” of daily life lull you into complacency or unbelief. (V 10) 
 
What does Peter mean when he declares that the day of the Lord will come like a thief? 

 
 
Who will be caught off guard at Christ’s return? 


