
1st Peter - Lesson 7  
1 Peter 2:18-25  

 
(1 Peter 2:18-25 NASB)  "Servants, be submissive to your masters with 
all respect, not only to those who are good and gentle, but also to those 
who are unreasonable. {19} For this finds favor, if for the sake of 
conscience toward God a man bears up under sorrows when suffering 
unjustly. {20} For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly 
treated, you endure it with patience? But if when you do what is right 
and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this finds favor with God. {21} 
For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for 
you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps, {22} WHO 
COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH; {23} 
and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He 
uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges 
righteously; {24} and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, 
that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you 
were healed. {25} For you were continually straying like sheep, but now 
you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls." 
 

 

In our previous study Peter began a series of admonitions to believers 
with respect to various relationship we have. In the first admonition Peter 
urged believers to submit willingly to governmental authority. In this study, 
Peter urges us to submit to earthly employers. In the strictest sense, Peter 
writes to slaves, but what he has to say can be beneficially applied to 
employees. 
 

 

What is Peter’s main concern in verses 18-25? 

 

 

 

 

 



I find it interesting that Peter begins this series of exhortations to 
believers with admonitions in reverse order of their earthly importance - 
government, employment, and then family. Paul does exactly the opposite, 
beginning with one’s family relationships and ending with one’s relationship 
to the governing authorities. 

 
  

Are we given a choice as to how we should respond to unfair or evil bosses? 
 

 

How are we to submit to our earthly bosses? 

 

 

What motivation is there for a Christian who suffers unjustly? 

 

 

What other statement of Peter’s further motivates Christians to 
submissiveness? 

 

 

What is important about the phrase in verse 21, “for you have been called 
for this purpose”? 

 

How is Christ represented in verses 21-25? 

 
In verses 21-23 Jesus is represented as our ______________.  
 
In verse 24 Jesus is represented as our _________________.  
 
In verse 25 Jesus is represented as our _____________.  

 
 
What is the first thing Peter establishes about Christ as our example? 

 
 

What is deceit? 

 

 

Jesus did not misrepresent Himself or His work. How does this apply to us 
in our reaction to mistreatment? 



What does it mean to be reviled? 

 

 

In response to such unfair treatment, what did Jesus NOT do? 

 

 

In response to such unfair treatment what did Jesus DO? 

 

 

Do you see any significance to the fact that Peter refers to God as “He who 
judges righteously”? 

 

 

What is significant about the fact that Christ is not only our Example but also 
our Substitute? 

 

 

What is significant about Christ being our Shepherd when it comes to unjust 
suffering? 

 

See: (John 10:11-16 NASB)  ""I am the good shepherd; the good 
shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. {12} "He who is a hireling, and 
not a shepherd, who is not the owner of the sheep, beholds the wolf 
coming, and leaves the sheep, and flees, and the wolf snatches them, and 
scatters them. {13} "He flees because he is a hireling, and is not concerned 
about the sheep. {14} "I am the good shepherd; and I know My own, and 
My own know Me, {15} even as the Father knows Me and I know the 
Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. {16} "And I have other sheep, 
which are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they shall hear My 
voice; and they shall become one flock with one shepherd." 
 

(Psalms 23 NASB)  "(A Psalm of David.) The LORD is my shepherd, I shall 
not want. {2} He makes me lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside 
quiet waters. {3} He restores my soul; He guides me in the paths of 
righteousness For His name's sake. {4} Even though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil; for Thou art with me; Thy rod 
and Thy staff, they comfort me. {5} Thou dost prepare a table before me in 
the presence of my enemies; Thou hast anointed my head with oil; My cup 
overflows. {6} Surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow me all the days 
of my life, And I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever." 


