
GRACE NOTES AUGUST 2020 

  Psalm 131 
  A Song of Ascents. Of David. 
 

O LORD, my heart is not lifted up; 
my eyes are not raised too high; 
I do not occupy myself with things 
too great and too marvelous for me. 
But I have calmed and quieted my soul, 
like a weaned child with its mother; 
like a weaned child is my soul within me. 
O Israel, hope in the LORD 
from this time forth and forevermore.  

 
   Martin Luther often wrote about how we should 
not keep trying to pry into the hidden things of 
God. What he meant was that there are things that 
for one reason or another God has not revealed to 
us. There are certainly many possible reasons why 
God wouldn’t reveal something to us. Those 
things could be, and likely often are, simply      
beyond our capabilities to understand and at many 
times probably would, in one way or another, lead 
us away from faith in God’s Word and promises. 
 
   In Psalm 131, David declares that he is content 
not prying into the hidden things of God because 
he knows that they are too great and too          
marvelous for him. He knows that his mind and 
the minds of all mankind are limited. How could 
man hope to understand the works of our infinite 
God? Content to let those things be left alone he 
still says that his soul has been calmed and       
quieted. How can this be? 
 
   Let us consider just a few of the great and    
marvelous things that God has revealed to us. One 
is that God is the creator of all things. We see this 
work of creation in the first pages of Genesis and 
isn’t it obvious how great a work this is. This 
might be kind of silly but I have been thinking 
about the overwhelming mass of the earth in    
connection with a little project over by Hobart 
Lake. The road has been getting covered by water 
and needed to be closed so that it could be raised 
up higher. I don’t know how high they are raising 
it but it has been amazing to see truck after truck 
hauling in fill to get that little project taken care 
of. Not a big project in the scope of things and 
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certainly it might be silly but it just reminds me of 
the great scope of God’s work in creation. The 
story of the Exodus is the main act of deliverance 
that God’s people recall and remember over and 
over again through the Old Testament. How great 
it was to open up the Red Sea and then crush the 
Egyptian army. God’s people were then            
graciously provided for in all their desert        
wanderings. It is also a great and marvelous thing 
when we hear about what God has done in the 
book of Job. The Lord God graciously provided 
numerous blessings to Job after all the losses he 
experienced. He was blessed with more children 
and his flocks and herds were basically doubled. 
In Job 42:12 it says, “And the Lord blessed the 
latter days of Job more than his beginning.” 
 
   God has revealed his great promise and hope 
filled plan to His people. David had promises to 
cling to and so do we. The prophets gave the   
people marvelous promises of the coming       
Messiah. He would serve and love the people 
without the frailties of sinful man. He would come 
from among them and would bring them peace.  
 
   In this psalm, David speaks about his soul being 
content like a weaned child. This is an amazing 
picture. A nursing infant cries and struggles until 
his or her mother nurses them. A weaned child is 
content in their mother’s arms knowing that they 
will be provided with food at the right time. This 
then is the picture we have in front of us; our souls 
can be content because God will always give us 
what we need when we need it. So, some of those 
great and marvelous things that we haven’t had 
revealed to us – they might just be something that 
God unveils for us in the future.  
 
   We don’t need to know all of God’s workings; 
let us be content in the working of God which has 
been revealed. Jesus was sent to save and redeem 
us. Thanks be to God for all the great and        
marvelous things He has shown us and look      
forward with hope to all those things yet to be  
revealed. Amen.  
 
         

 

Too Great and Too Marvelous 
By Pastor Dennis Norby 



   Grace Free Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting  

Thursday, August 13, 2020 

Deacons Meet 6:30pm 

Boards Meet 7pm 

Council Meets 8pm 
 

Complete Council meeting minutes and monthly 

financial report are available in the copy room. 
 

Financial Summary 
As of 7/29/20 
 General Fund=$64,424.23 
 Building Improvement Fund=$10,585.76
(Sign=$1,483.23; Parking Lot=$3,940.00;      
Undesignated=$5,162.53) 
 Scholarship Fund=$6,873.99 
 Seminary Fund=$403.28 
General Fund CD=$10,199.78  
Parking Lot Fund CD=$30,000.00 
 
January-July 2020 
General Fund Average Weekly Income $6,586.14 
General Fund Average Weekly Expense $5,649.91 
 
 

Lake Chapel Services 
Sundays at 9:00am 

July 5 through September 6 
 
August 2 Mike Woodley 
August 9 Mikey Meester 
August 16  Tim Berntson 
August 23  Open 
August 30 Greg & Ty Allen 
September 6 Singspiration 

 
The Chapel is located 1/2 mile south of 
Bay Shore Resort overlooking Lake     
Ashtabula.  The interdenominational    
services are conducted by laymen.   

Everyone is welcome~ come as you are! 
  

Zion’s Schedule 

Sundays    

 9am Divine Worship 

Wednesdays  

 7pm Youth Group at  

  Chautauqua Park 

 7pm Adult Bible Study at Grace 

 

CONFIRMATION REGISTRATION 
Wednesday, September 2 @ 6pm 

All confirmation students and 

their parents please attend.   

Confirmation begins September 9. 

 
 
   Not too long ago I finished reading 
a little book by Gene Veith and Mat-
thew Ristuccia entitled Imagination 
Redeemed. I enjoyed the book and 
thought I could mention just a couple 
quick things here. Some of us might 
think that we do not have a “good 
imagination” or might not be 
“imaginative.” However, all of us use 
our imaginations all the time. The 
authors define imagination by saying, “Imagination is 
simply the power of the mind to form a mental im-
age, that is, to think in pictures or other sensory 
representations (p. 13). 
   With that in mind the book seeks to encourage us a 
Christians to see the value in our imaginations being 
redeemed. The book is, therefore, “primarily a book 
about Bible reading: more specifically, making the 
connection between Scripture and the imagination 
(p. 35).  
   One more quote that I appreciated was this: 
But the imagination is a gift of God, and it finds its 
fullest expression in God. His imagination led to his 
creation. His imagination was manifested in his im-
age, in us human beings and supremely in Christ. 
And God reveals himself and restores his image in 
us through Christ by means of his Word. That 
Word addresses our understanding, our will, and 
our imagination. When we attend closely to the 
words of the Bible and imagine what they are say-
ing in a fuller way, we become more intimately and 
personally involved in Scripture, and the Word of 
God has a greater impact on us (p. 41). 
 
If you have any questions or would be interested in 
borrowing the book let me know.  
 Pastor Dennis  



Alumni & Friends Picnic -  
Fargo, ND 

The FLBC Alumni Association invites alumni, 

family, and friends of the school to attend a 

regional picnic this summer. These events will 

feature great food, fun for the whole family, 

and a time for sharing as we reflect on the 

many ways God has blessed our school. 

Event Details: 

Date: August 9, 2020 

Time: 5pm 

Location: Lindenwood Park (Main Shelter) 

1905 Roger Maris Dr Fargo, North Dakota 

58104 

Food will be provided. 

RSVP at this link:  

https://flbc.edu/events/fargo-nd-alumni-

picnic/  

Dear Grace Free Lutheran Church, 
   This last semester of Bible College wasn't what I     
envisioned. Not only did I expect to spend my spring 
break touring with the Concert Choir, but I also made it 
onto the Ambassadors summer ministry team.          
Unfortunately, both of these wonderful ministries were 
canceled due to the COVID-19 outbreak. However, I 
know God was and is still at work in this just as Paul 
writes Romans 8:28, “And we know that God causes 
all things to work together for good to those who love 
God, to those who are called according to His          
purpose.” 
   Even though my semester was cut short, I still      
enjoyed some great opportunities. As a member of the 
Mixed Quartet, I accompanied the Proclaim Choir on 
their first tour. I also took a preaching class from     
Pastor Molstre which allowed me to preach for one of 
the Tuesday chapel services. 
   Though the transition to online classes was difficult, 
the faculty was always available to help and the       
professors were very flexible – probably since it was as 
new to them as to us. 
   Overall, although this semester was rather unusual, 
God still provided great opportunities for me at FLBC. 
Thank you so much for your prayers and financial   
support and I'm excited to see what God will do this 
fall. 
In Christ, 
Hunter Berntson 

Dear Grace Free Lutheran Church, 
       My last semester of Bible College was, well,    
different, but everyone knows about the pandemic so I 
will spare you the details on that subject, instead I will 
share with you one thing I learned and one thing I     
enjoyed at FLBC. 
       The book of Hosea is often overlooked in the    
Bible, not that it is thought less of, just that it is thought 
of less often. Although its small size, the book of     
Hosea demonstrates one of the greatest examples of 
redemption in the Bible, and parallels it with the people 
of Israel as a whole. It reminds us that even though we 
sin against God, he is faithful to forgive and even goes 
after us in order to win us back and bring us into his 
arms. The comparison between Hosea’s harlot wife and 
the people of Israel, and even Christians, is shocking. 
We know that without God we are nothing, yet for 
some reason we continually run from our identity in 
Christ. Despite our sin God continues to love us and to 
seek us. Praise God for His indescribable gift of grace. 
       Pastor Wade Mobley taught us a class called  
Apologetics and Christian Thought. This class fights 
aggressively near the top of my favorite classes from 
both my years at FLBC. If you don’t already know 
Pastor Wade is incredibly intelligent and talks very 
fast. He has so much to say that he has to talk fast to 
get it all in, and each minute is packed with rich, 
thought provoking content. One reason this class was 
among my favorites was because of the challenge it 
provided. We were asked hard questions most without 
easy answers. It took time and effort to wrap our heads 
around the concepts that were being taught, yet when 
they were understood it was so good. One of the main 
focuses of the class was on a book called Tactics by 
Greg Koukl, I highly recommend you sit down and 
read this book. It outlines a strategy for talking to   
people with views different from your own and the  
Bible. Yet, without being rude belligerent. By merely 
seeking to understand their perspective, you expose the 
errors in their thinking. A huge obstacle  for many  
people when trying to talk to others about their faith is 
you don’t want to be rude. But there is a way to       
politely disagree with someone and a proper way to 
handle oneself. All of which is expertly written down 
and explained by Koukl. 
       I am so thankful for the time I was able to spend at 
FLBC and so thankful for the support I received from 
back home. I am also thankful to the church for       
supporting the Bible college in general and informing 
young people about it. It is so important to build a 
foundation of faith in the Lord, even if everyone else 
thinks you are wasting two years of your life. Thank 
you again for all of your support and prayers! 
  
God Bless, 
  
Luther Zeltinger 
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  1  Terry Gilbertson 
  2  Geraldine Knutson 
      Joshua Knutson 
      Wendy Schlaht 
  3  Craig Schroeder 
  5  Maynard Henricks  
      Amy Milbrandt   
  6  Casey Perleberg  
      Hale Berntson (Tim) 
      Benjamin Johnson (Corey) 
  7  Lila Richman (George)        
  8  Randy Jorgensen       23   Britta Roehrich (Scott) 
  9  Jean Hass        24   Ariel Neros (Shane) 
      Amber Van Bruggen  Ryan Johnson                  
      Theresa Schock  Elijah Drummond (John) 
12  Lee Schierkolk       27   Heather Fischer (Bart) 
14  Dennis Laumb  Jason Sylling 
15  Eric Shanenko       28   Alex Jorgensen (Randy) 
16  Renae Martin            30  Brienne Roehrich (Scott) 
      Jerry Richman       31   Seth Hanson (Troy)    
      Bruce Sukut          
18  Joey Richman      Missionaries 
20  Rachel Berntson         1     Nate Jore 
      Elaine Miedema         6 Ruth Wagner 
21  Larissa Hoots             8     Mariah Olson (Andrew) 
                        9     Michael Rokenbrodt 
         28 Ayda Lee (John) 
 
 

 

Wednesdays at 7pm 
at Chautauqua Park 

 
If Chautauqua Park is closed the 
youth will meet at Pioneer Park. 
On Wednesday, September 2 Youth 
Group will resume meeting at the 
church. 
 
 
Bible Study 
  Wednesdays at 7pm 
 
Men’s Discipleship 
 Tuesdays  at 6am 
 
Men’s Prayer 
 Saturdays at 7am 
  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 1 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
Lake Chapel– 
Mike Woodley 
9am 
 
Divine Worship 
with Holy  
Communion 
10:30am 
 

3 

 
 
 
 

4 
Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 
 
 
 
 
 

5 

Youth Group at 
Chautauqua Park 
7pm 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 

6 
 
 
 
 

7 
 
 
 
 
 

8 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 

9 
Lake Chapel- 
Mikey Meester 
9am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 
 
 
 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
 

11 

Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 
 

12 

Youth Group at 
Chautauqua Park 
7pm 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 

13 

Deacons Meet 
6:30pm 
Boards Meet 7pm 
Council Meets 
8pm 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
Lake Chapel- Tim 
Berntson 9am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 
 
 

17 
 
 

18 
Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 
 

 

19 
Youth Group at 
Chautauqua Park 
 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 

20 
 
 

 
 
 

 

21 
 

22 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 

23 
Lake Chapel- 9am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 

30 Lake Chapel- 

Greg & Ty Allen 
9am 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 

24 

 
 
                                   
 

31 
 
 
 
 

25 
Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 
 

 
 
 

26 
Youth Group at 
Chautauqua Park 
7pm 
  
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 

  

27 28 29 
Men’s Prayer 7am 

*Confirmation  
Registration  
September 2, 6pm 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRACE FREE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2351 WEST MAIN ST. 
VALLEY CITY   ND 58072 

 

«AddressBlock» 

 
Sundays at Grace  Sundays at Zion 
     Sunday School 9:00 AM                                                                       Divine Worship      9:00 AM 
     Divine Worship    10:30 AM                 
             
          
 
Sundays: Lift High the Cross  KOVC (1490) 10 AM  KSJB(600) 7 PM   
Listen Live!  Sunday Mornings at 10:30 AM at www.gracefree.com 
 
Church office hours are 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM, Mon-Fri              Phone:  (701) 845-2753     
 
E-mail:  gracefree@msn.com                                                       Website:  www.gracefree.com 
 
Senior Pastor Dennis Norby   thenorbys@msn.com 
Associate Pastor Kevin Borg     borgkevine@gmail.com 
Administrative Assistant~ Sarah Meester     gracefree@msn.com  
Youth Leaders~ Troy & Nikki Hanson    Troy– pavick44@gmail.com; Nikki– nikhanson@msn.com 
Children’s Ministry Leader~ Erin Dahl 


