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Ephesians 2:8-10 For by grace you have been saved 
through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may 
boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared before-
hand, that we should walk in them. 
 
   In the beginning, God created the heavens and the 
earth. As He did this, He made clear His desire to en-
joy fellowship with mankind whom He created. How-
ever, soon after Adam and Eve committed the first sin. 
In the Garden of Eden after the fall into sin, the LORD 
described the consequences of sin. The consequence of 
sin is death. 
 
   The Apostle Paul uses this kind of language in Ephe-
sians chapter 2. In the beginning of chapter 2 he tells 
the believers there that they had been “dead in their 
trespasses and sins in which you [they] once walked.” 
He goes on to speak about God’s intervention. They 
had been dead but they had been given spiritual life. 
As a gift from God they were forgiven and reconciled 
to God. This came about because of His mercy and 
love. This came about through the work of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
   We need to hear these words and remember them 
because our sinful, broken world brings us heartache 
and often a sense of hopelessness. Ephesians 2 makes 
clear to us that God who created all things sent Jesus 
into this world to recreate – to make new – sinful man-
kind and graciously uses us to help, serve, and love 
those around us. 
 
   We need saving because we are sinful people. We 
need to be saved because our natural standing before 
God is that we are in rebellion and enemies of God. 
Another way of saying that is that we were dead in 
your sins and trespasses. We need to be saved because 
of the sins we have committed against God in thought, 
word, and deed. 
 
   Ephesians 2 tells us that we are saved by grace. Paul 
is emphasizing here that this is God’s work. The Apos-
tle Paul emphasizes this by saying, “this is not your 
doing,” “it is a gift,” and “not a result of works.” When 
we speak about God’s grace we are speaking about the 
fact that God is a giver. He is a provider of things that 
we could not and would never be able to provide for 
ourselves. 
 
   Those who have received God’s grace through faith 
are saved. They stand right before God and look for-
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ward to being with Him for eternity. Faith is the means 
by which God delivers His grace to us. In Hebrews 
11:6 we are told that without faith it is impossible to 
please God. So, then we are encouraged to faith – 
faith in Jesus Christ the Savior and Redeemer. Those 
things which Christ has done are perfect and holy and 
pleasing to God and He has done them as our substi-
tute – on our behalf. If any of this were even just a lit-
tle bit of us…there might be something that we can 
boast about…but there isn’t. 
 
   Verse 10 continues on helping us to understand why 
there is no room for boasting. We are told that we are 
His workmanship. One translation says, “we are his 
creative work.” 
 
   It gives me the idea of a craftsman or artist sitting 
down to create a piece of art. When we are told that we 
are God’s workmanship we are hearing something that 
the prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah both mention. Isaiah 
writes, “But now, O LORD, you are our Father; we are 
the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of 
your hand” (Isaiah 64:8; also note Isaiah 29:16; Jere-
miah 18:4-6). Paul himself used the potter imagery in 
Romans 9:21 where he writes, “Has the potter no right 
over the clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel 
for honored use and another for dishonorable use?” 
 
   In Ephesians 2 the imagery isn’t limited to pottery 
but speaks of workmanship. Martin Luther when he 
spoke about these verses said, “God is the Poet, and we 
are the verses or songs He writes. Accordingly, there is 
no doubt that all our works and actions are pleasing in 
God’s eyes on account of the special power and grace 
of faith” (Luther’s Works vol 7: p. 366). 
 
   We are God’s workmanship first in creation but es-
pecially as believers. We have been recreated in Christ 
Jesus for good works. When God brings people to faith 
He prepares them, strengthens them, gifts them to help 
and serve others. Everyone who believes is a part of 
the body of Christ and has talents and abilities – skills 
and desires that God uses to serve the family of God. 
 
   Believers can create their workmanship because they 
are God’s workmanship. The good works that God 
works through us are prepared beforehand and we joy-
ously walk in them by faith day by day. We rejoice in 
the declaration that we are God’s workmanship. That 
Christ makes us His own and we can rest in Him for 
eternity. Amen. 
 

We Are His Workmanship 
By Pastor Dennis Norby 



Grace Free Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting  

Thursday, September 9, 2021 

Deacons Meet 6:30pm 

Boards Meet 7pm 

Council Meets 8pm 

Complete Council meeting minutes and monthly 

financial report are available in the copy room. 

Financial Summary 
As of  08/29/21 
 General Fund=$85,675.84 
 Building Improvement Fund=$26,028.23 
(Sign=$1,483.23; Parking Lot=$1,725.00;  
Exterior Maintenance=$22,820.00) 
 Scholarship Fund=$20,201.22 
 Seminary Fund=$17,983.28 
 General Fund CD=$40,268.71 
 Parking Lot Fund CD=$44,103.56 
General Fund Average Weekly Income  $6,097.20 
General Fund Average Weekly Expense  $5,791.43 
 
 
Scholarship Fundraiser  
Sunday, September 12 
 
Come join the Stewardship Board for 
their annual Pancake and Sausage 
Brunch on September 12 immediately 
following the worship service. There 
will be a free will offering with all  
proceeds going to the Scholarship 
Fund for the Free Lutheran Bible    
College students.   

 

Saturday, 

October 16, 2021 
 

The Stewardship Board is excited to 

announce we will be hosting a supper 

banquet on Saturday, October 16 for 

the purpose of raising money for our 

Seminary Fund. Entertainment will be 

provided by Greg Hager. We also 

hope to have Troy and Mikey here to 

give us an update. We will have a sign 

up as we get closer as reservations will 

be required. 

                    

Zion’s Schedule 

Sundays    

 9am Divine Worship 

  10am Fellowship 

Wednesdays  

 7pm Answers For Kids at Grace 

 7pm Youth Group at Grace 

 7pm Adult Bible Study at Grace 

 
 

 
WMF  END Fall Rally 

Saturday, September 25, 2021 
  
West Prairie Free Lutheran 
15720 Highway 46 and 18, Kindred, ND 
  
Registration and coffee at 9:30am 
Registration fee- $10.00 
Morning session begins at 10:00am 
  
Theme~ Abound in Hope 
                     
Romans 15:13 
“Now may the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace in believing,  
so that you will abound in hope  
by the power of the Holy  Spirit.” 

  
Speakers 
Steve & Glenda Kvale 
Missionaries on loan to Wycliffe Bible  
Translators 
 
If you are interested in carpooling to 
the rally please contact  
Roz Huber at 840-7608 or  
Kristi Shanenko at 840-9828. 

  
 



Dear Grace Free Congregation, 
Thank you for helping me with 
the cost of attending FaHocha 
Bible Camp this year.  I had a lot 
of fun times there; my favorite 
meeting a new friend, Bennett.  I 
really enjoyed learning and 
growing in my faith with other 
kids.  And we even competed in 
our own Olympic Games!  GOD 
BLESS -Evan Schroeder Grade 8 
 
Thank you for sending me to fahocha bible camp this 
summer. I had a wonderful time tubing, playing in the 
basketball tournament, and playing nine square. I 
learned a lot about how Christ is the center of the entire 
Bible, the importance of parables, and Christ’s stead-
fast love no matter what I do. Once again thank you.   
Sincerely, Gabriel Berntson 
 
At Fahocha I really enjoyed going to the lake, playing 
9 Square, and spending time with my friends. During 
the services I was reminded that if you read your Bible 
and pray every day you'll grow. I also learned that I 
cannot save myself and that I am not the only sinner in 
the world even though it feels like that sometimes. 
Thanks, Seth Zeltinger  
 
Thank you for paying part of the camp fee for FaHo-
Cha. I had fun this year and learned a lot. One of our 
morning Bible studies was about parables, and we 
talked about how even though not everyone will be-
lieve, Jesus spreads the Word everywhere. God’s will 
for man is to be saved and know the truth. We were 
also reminded in one of the evening services that noth-
ing can separate us from the love of God. I had fun 
playing nine square, lazy square, and camp group 
games. This year was my favorite year at FaHoCha, 
and I will definitely miss it in the next couple sum-
mers. I’ve really appreciated all of your support. 
Thanks again! Britta Roehrich 
 
Thank you for supporting me so I can go to Fahocha. I 
had a lot of fun throughout my time there. Three things 
I had a whole lot of fun doing was the Olympic games 
that we played, tubing, and just learning about God 
deeper. Three things I learned from Bible camp are 
how it was God’s plan to send Jesus from the begin-
ning, and how you can see Jesus through the Old Tes-
tament, finally I learned that even through all the trou-
bles Habakkuk face he stayed faithful to God. Thank 
you again, Leila Melvin 
 
Thank you for supporting me in going to Fahocha this 
year! My favorite parts were going on the lake, playing 
games, singing around the campfire, hanging out with 
friends, and learning more about Jesus. I learned a lot 
about different parables and what they mean, a study in 
Hebrews, and about the Old Testament. I had a lot of 
fun and am excited for next year! Naomi Hanson 

Thank you for providing the funds for me to go to our 
Eastern North Dakota Camp at FaHoCha . I really en-
joyed playing ultimate frisbee and competing in the 3 
on 3 basketball tournament. One of my favorite things 
about camp are the campfires every night where we 
sing, talk about what God is doing in our lives, and 
share what we have learned throughout the week. In 
the mornings, we studied Hebrews with Pastor Norby, 
and learned how Jesus has fulfilled the position of 
High Priest for us. In the evenings, Pastor Osier 
showed us how all of the Old Testament points to the 
promise of Jesus. The thing that stood out to me most 
was that Jesus died “once for all” and now sits at the 
right hand of the Father to show that His sacrificial 
work is done. Thanks again, Faith Peterson  
 
Thank you so much for helping send the youth to 
camp every year. I always enjoy all the fellowship, 
games, and campfires at camp. This year we were real-
ly blessed to have Pastor Micah Hjermstad and Pastor 
Norby as deans of the camp. Along with Pastor Osier 
and Pastor Norby as main speakers. Throughout the 
week we learned about how Satan causes us to ques-
tion God's goodness and his word. This always ends 
badly because God's word is truth, and it is a means of 
grace that he speaks to us through. The week of camp 
we also looked through the Old Testament and saw 
how it all points forward to Christ. One other thing we 
talked about was how there is nothing in us pleasing to 
God, yet he calls us because of his love. I've really 
learned a lot at FAHOCHA over the many years the 
church has sent us, so thank you to everyone who helps 
support the youth to go every year. Abby Peterson  
 
Thank you for helping us go to Fahocha. I had a lot of 
fun. I learned about how there are signs of Jesus sacri-
fice in the Old Testament. How Jesus was the spotless 
lamb of God and the Passover lamb. I enjoyed paddle 
boarding on the lake with friends and going tubing. I 
really enjoyed Fahocha. Ada Gilbertson 
 
Thank you for contributing towards the 2021 Teen 
FaHoCha. I really enjoyed tubing, hanging out with 
friends, and learning about God and Jesus at Teen 
FaHoCha. I learned that you should listen to God no 
matter what. Another thing I learned is that the Lord 
forgave the Israelites even after they screwed up so 
many times. I also learned that God is merciful and 
very caring no matter what we do.  Sincerely,  Elijah 
Drummond 
 
Thank you for helping pay for camp. I enjoyed swim-
ming, hanging out with friends, and making new 
friends. I learned new songs, more about Jonah, and 
more about Moses. Thank you, Rachel Melvin  
 
This was my first time at Camp FaHoCha and I had a 
great time. I learned about King Hezekiah and Ruth. I 
really liked the skits and activities. Thank you very 
much for your support.   Sophie Gilbertson   



Rally Sunday 
September 12, 9am 
 
 

All ages are invited to join us in kicking 
off the new Sunday School year. A light 
breakfast will be served. 
You can register online for SS at:   
vbsmate.com/events/gracefreevalleycity/21061  

A meal will be served by the  
Stewardship Board after church.  
*Classes for all ages begin September 19.* 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A ladies Bible study will begin again on 
Thursday mornings at 10:00am beginning 
October 7. We meet in the church library. 
We will be having a brunch to reconnect 
with everyone on Thursday, September 23 
at 10:00am at the church. At the brunch, 
we will finalize our study and will then    
order materials. All women are welcome.  
If you have any questions, please contact 
LaDeen Knutson at 701-840-2064. 
 
 
WMF Quarterly Meeting 
 Saturday, Sept 11 at 9:30am 
Quilters 
    Wednesday, Sept 8 at 1pm 
Faith Evening Circle 
 Tuesday, Sept 28 at 7pm 
Men’s Discipleship  
 Tuesdays at 6am 
Men’s Prayer 
 Saturdays at 7am  

 2 Etta Pritchett 
    Eldred Knutson 
 6 Addison Hovda (Kevin)  
    Elizabeth Norby (Dennis)     
 7 Diane Oien              
11 Josie Miller (Deb)     
12 Teresa Cole                  
13 Bruce Shanenko     
14 Katy Meester (Tom)                  
     Annabelle Milbrandt (Tom)      
16 Owen Hovda (Kevin)           
17 Rebekah Peterson                 
19 Benjamin Norby (Dennis)    
     Bill Hass                         Missionaries 
21 Joanne Wetch          21 Evie Mae Jore (Nate)  
23 Jamie Sylling          29 Matthew Abel 
24 Larry Herzog   Rhoda Jore 
25 Elizabeth Herzog          30 Ednay Abel 
     Kristi Melvin 
27 Ken Schock 
28 George Oien              
     Kya Schroeder        
30 Delmere Mclean      
 

 

 
 

http://vbsmate.com/events/gracefreevalleycity/21061


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

1 
Confirmation 
Meeting 6pm 
 
Youth Group 7pm 
 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 

 
 

2 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
Lake Chapel 9am 
 
Divine Worship 
with Holy  
Communion 
10:30am 

6 7 
 
 
 

8     Quilters 1pm 

 
Confirmation 6pm 
 
Answers For Kids 
7pm 
 
Youth Group 7pm 
 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 

9 

Deacons Meet 
6:30pm 
 
Boards Meet 7pm 
 
Council Meets 
8pm 
 
 
 

10 
 
 
 
 

11 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
WMF Quarterly 
Meeting 9:30am 

12 

 
 
 
Rally Sunday 9am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 
Pancake Breakfast 
following worship 
service 

13 
 
 
 

14 

Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 
 
 

15 
Confirmation 6pm 
 
Answers For Kids 
7pm 
 
Youth Group 7pm 
 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 
 

16 

 

17 

 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 

Sunday School 
9am 
 
Fellowship 10am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 
 
 
 

20 
 

21 
Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 
 

 

22 
Confirmation 6pm 
 
Answers For Kids 
7pm 
 
Youth Group 7pm 
 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 

23 
Ladies Brunch 
10am 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

24 
 
 
 
 

25 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
WMF Fall Rally  
in Kindred 

26 

Sunday School 
9am 
 
Fellowship 10am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 

27 
 
 
   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

28 

Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 
 
Faith Evening 
Circle 7pm 
 

 

29 
Confirmation 6pm 
 
Answers For Kids 
7pm 
 
Youth Group 7pm 
 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 

30   

2021 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRACE FREE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2351 WEST MAIN ST. 
VALLEY CITY   ND 58072 

 

«AddressBlock» 

 
Sundays at Grace  Sundays at Zion 
     Sunday School      9:00 AM             Divine Worship      9:00 AM 
     Divine Worship    10:30 AM       Fellowship         10:00 AM  
         
             
          
 
Sundays: Lift High the Cross  KOVC (1490) 10 AM  KSJB(600) 8 AM  
Watch Live!  Sunday Mornings at 10:30 AM at www.gracefree.com/watch-online 
 
Church office hours are 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM, Mon-Fri              Phone:  (701) 845-2753     
 
E-mail:  gracefree@msn.com                                                       Website:  www.gracefree.com 
 
Senior Pastor Dennis Norby   thenorbys@msn.com 
Seminary Intern Scott Erickson    scfaer@hotmail.com 
Administrative Assistant~ Sarah Meester     gracefree@msn.com  
Children’s Ministry Leader~ Erin Dahl 


