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Lamentations 3:22-33  
“The LORD’S loving kindnesses (Steadfast 
Love)  indeed never cease, for His compassions 
never fail. They are new every morning; Great is 
Your faithfulness. The LORD is my portion,” 
says my soul, “Therefore I have hope in Him. 
The LORD is good to those who wait for Him, 
to the person who seeks Him. It is good that he 
waits silently for the salvation of the LORD. It is 
good for a man that he should bear the yoke in 
his youth. Let him sit alone and be silent since 
He has laid it on him. Let him put his mouth in 
the dust, perhaps there is hope. Let him give his 
cheek to the smiter, let him be filled with re-
proach. For the Lord will not reject forever, for 
if He causes grief, then He will have compassion 
according to His abundant lovingkindness. For 
He does not afflict willingly or grieve the sons 
of men.” 
 

   It is a humbling thought to try and imagine what it 
was like for Jeremiah as he witnessed the destruction 
of the Jews most beloved city of Jerusalem at the 
hands of the Babylonians. The killings, immoral  
actions, and the removal of the Jewish young men 
by the Babylonian attackers brought forth much  
sadness to Jeremiah’s heart. How could this have 
happened to God’s chosen people? Jeremiah knew. 
It wasn’t that God the Father did not care for nor 
love them.  
   Jeremiah was sent by God, as were others, to warn 
the people of their unlawful living. They were    
worshipping and praying to other gods rather than 
the one true living God. The LORD had provided for 
them throughout their history, yet they still chose to 
fulfill the desires of their old sinful nature. The    
rejecting of God’s clear message and their evil ways 
would lead to their own ruin. 
   Is there something in your life today that is     
keeping you from experiencing joy and peace in 
your life? Maybe it is some sin in your life, or    
maybe it is a sickness or ailment that is leading to 
despair, or both. 
   Like Jeremiah, it gives us great hope and joy to 
know our LORD doesn’t immediately give up on us 
when we mess up or when we are going through 
something else that grieves us. His unwavering love 
and compassion for us is shown through His        
willingness to forgive us when we repent of our sin. 
This means, however, that the LORD choses to    
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discipline and set before us different trials and   
hardships in our lives that we would recognize our 
sinful nature and our dependence on Him for our 
salvation. Without Jesus’ redemptive work at the 
cross and the confidence in His resurrection, we 
would only be left with utter despair and eternal   
hopelessness that will lead to destruction. 
   We, by our own reason and strength, are incapable 
of loving with steadfastness as our LORD and    
Savior does. Our old nature is at battle with the new.      
Sometimes the LORD sets challenges and            
difficulties in our lives that we would be drawn back 
to Him. It isn’t His desire that we should be afflicted 
and grieved. No where do we see this in His Word, 
instead we see that He truly cares for the salvation of 
all. Thankfully, He relentlessly pursues us through 
the Holy Spirit’s convicting, providing for, and 
guiding us in our lives through His Word. This 
makes it very vital for us to be in His Word and in 
prayer, both personally and congregationally. The 
LORD brings healing to the  brokenhearted, and the 
hope of salvation to the repenting sinner. He       
continually reminds us that He is unwavering and 
desires only the best for us. Whether it be the       
condition state of the nations, our own nation, the 
church, our family, or our own person, we know that 
the those of faith always can count on the steadfast 
love of our LORD to bring us through. We will       
experience the full love of our God through His Son 
when we put our hope and trust in His faithful 
hands. 
   Continue to quietly seek Him through your life’s 
ups and downs. Take personal time, daily, to be in 
His Word and in prayer with Him. Worship together 
and gather in His name. Pour out your prayers and 
petitions to the one true and unchanging God. Our 
God is good. He will give you the patience and 
peace as you walk the most difficult path of this life. 
He will give you abundant joy, that only He can 
give, through His generous mercy and grace shown 
towards us. We can have the same joy Jeremiah did 
in his times of grief, knowing 
that the LORD’s  compassion 
is so much greater than all the 
horrible conditions that are 
caused by sin. His loving   
kindness knows no end for 
those who have faith in Him. 
Our bodies may be wasting 
away and the grief and sorrow 
of this world are not yet ended; 
but the steadfast love of the 
LORD never  ceases. 

The Steadfast Love of the Lord  
By Intern Pastor Scott Erickson 



 

Grace Free Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting  

Thursday, July 8, 2021 

Deacons Meet 6:30pm 

Boards Meet 7pm 

Council Meets 8pm 

 

Quarterly Congregational 

Meeting  

Monday, July 19, 7pm 

 

Complete Council meeting minutes and monthly 

financial report are available in the copy room. 
 

Financial Summary 
As of  06/29/21 
 General Fund=$89,583.63 
 Building Improvement Fund=$18,103.23 
(Sign=$1,483.23; Parking Lot=$0.00;  
Exterior Maintenance=$16,620.00) 
 Scholarship Fund=$14,634.22 
 Seminary Fund=$16,018.28 
 General Fund CD=$40,268.71 
 Parking Lot Fund CD=$44,103.56 
 
General Fund Average Weekly Income  $6,176.14 
General Fund Average Weekly Expense  $5,270.57 

Zion’s Schedule 

Sundays    

 9am Divine Worship 

Wednesdays  

 7pm Youth Group at Chautauqua 

 Park 

 7pm Adult Bible Study at Grace 

 
 
 
 
 

Grace Free Church Picnic  
Sunday, July 11  
at Chautauqua Park 

 
Meet at the park following 

the worship service. 
Hotdogs, hamburgers, water 

and lemonade will be 
provided. Please bring a 
dish to share, chairs, and  
yard games if you’d like! 
In case of bad weather, 
the picnic will be held 

at the church. 



Youth Group will meet Wednesdays at 
7pm at Chautauqua Park during the 

summer. 
 

Pictures from the recent youth group campout 

Thank you  
Troy & Nikki Hanson 
for your service to the 
Grace Congregation!  

We will miss you! 
 

Dear Grace Free Friends, 
We want to thank you for the wonderful many 
years of being youth leaders, serving in other 
different ways, and your friendship!  You have 
been encouraging and thoughtful in your actions 
and prayers.  We know that going to seminary will 
not be an easy transition, but we know God is  
calling and He will help guide the way.  Since we 
still have family nearby, Seth and Troy's folks, we 
will come to worship again with you from time to 
time and hopefully come for a potluck or two as 
well.  You will be in our prayers as well!   
 
Thanks again and God bless,  
Troy, Nikki, Naomi Hanson  

 
 
 
 
 
Lake Chapel Services 
Sundays at 9:00am 

May 30 through September 5 

July 4   
July 11  Cade Powers 
July 18 Tim Berntson 
July 25 Dwight Grotberg 
August 1 Dennis Jensen  
August 8 Aaron Arneson 
August 15 Mike Woodley 
August 22 Greg & Ty Allen 
August 29 Phil Kleymann 
September 5 Singspiration 

The Chapel is located 1/2 mile south of 
Bay Shore Resort overlooking Lake     
Ashtabula.  The interdenominational    
services are conducted by laymen.   

Everyone is welcome~ come as you are! 



 

 
 

 
Family Camp at Wilderness Bible Camp,  
Lake Park, MN July 13-18 
  
Teen Camp at FaHoCha  
August 1-6  
 
Pre-Teen Camp at FaHoCha  
August 8-12 
 
Registration forms are available at the  
kiosk. 

 
 

2 Sully Morast (DJ) 
5  Jenna Hannig                              
6  Ann Rolf     
7  Tom Meester           
16 Violet Richman (George)    
     Samantha Steinhaus          
21 Erin Roswick (Cody)       
22 Ryan Graalum                       
23 Jan Kjelland                
25 Nancy Sorensen                  
26 Mason Dahl (Mardy)                 
     Iris Richman (George)         Our Missionaries 
27 Nathan Hoots                       9  Elijah Jore (Nathan) 
28 Jeff Perleberg                           Isaiah Wagner (Josh)                    
     Bonnie Van Bruggen               Zoey Abel (Matthew) 
29 Aliyah Hannig (Darin)       19  Michelle Abel          
     Jeremy Stensland             (Jonathan) 
     Rebekah Jordan (Tim)       20  Jonni Sliver   
                                    23  John Lee 
                                                30  Amaleah Raan      
                                                                         (Brent) 

          
Quilters 
    Wednesday, July 14 at 1pm 
Faith Evening Circle 
 Tuesday, July 27 at 7pm 
Men’s Discipleship  
 Tuesdays at 6am 
Men’s Prayer 
 Saturdays at 7am 
 
 

By Request! 
This Tortellini and Sausage 
dish was served at a recent 
potluck.  
 

Tortellini and Sausage  
1 - 14.5oz. can diced tomatoes (I like the fire 
roasted or Italian seasoned ones)  
1 pkg. ring sausage, sliced  
1 - 14.5oz. can chicken broth  
1 - 8oz. package cream cheese  
1 tsp. Italian seasoning  
1/2 tsp. garlic salt  
2 - 19oz. bags frozen tortellini  
1 small bag of spinach or 1/2 box of frozen 
chopped spinach  
Put everything in a pot or 9x13 pan and bake at 
350 for 45 minutes or until tortellini is tender. Stir 
well before serving. Or put everything in an  
instapot and pressure cook for 8-10 minutes. Top 
with shredded parmesan cheese.  

RedHawks Baseball 

Game 2021 
Members of Grace & Zion  

are invited!!!  
Feel free to invite your Family, Friends, and 

Community Members for a day of Fun, Laughter, 
Fellowship, and an Evening at the Ball Park! 

Game Day Info: 
Houston Apollos @ FM RedHawks on  
Friday, August 20th @ 7:02 PM.  
(FIREWORKS show to follow the game). 
 
I will take care of ordering all the tickets. However, 
please sign up at the kiosk in the fellowship hall by 
Friday, July 30th. Tickets are $10.50 for ticket cost 
and processing fees.  Feel free to pay with whatever 
method is most convenient for you:  cash, check, or 
Venmo (@Tom-Milbrandt). 
 
Meet at the Grace parking lot at 5:15 PM for anyone 
who would like to carpool (or needs a ride) to Fargo.  
Otherwise please just meet us in Fargo, and I will 
greet you there with your ticket at 6:30. 
 
Any supper/snacks/beverages will be on your own at 
the ballpark. 
 
Feel free to call, text, email, fax, or send me a      
postcard with any questions you may have. 
Hope you can join us for a night at the ballpark! 
 
Tom 
701.840.9853 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

  
 

1 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
Lake Chapel– 
9am 
Divine Worship 
with Holy  
Communion 
10:30am 
 

5 

 

6 
Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 
 
 
 

7 
Youth Group at 
Chautauqua Park 
7pm 
 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 
 
 

8 

Deacons Meet 
6:30pm 
 
Boards Meet 7pm 
 
Council Meets 
8pm 
 
 
 

9 
 
 
 
 

10 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 

11 

Lake Chapel– 
Cade Powers 9am 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 
Picnic at  
Chautauqua Park 
12pm 
 
 

12 
Bridal Shower for 
Mikayla Wolla at 
Zion 7pm 
 
 
 
 

13 

Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 
 
 

14 
Quilters 1pm 
 
Youth Group at 
Chautauqua Park 
7pm 
 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 
 
 

15 

 

16 

 
 
 
 
 
 

17 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 

Lake Chapel–  
Tim Berntson 9am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 
 
 
 

19 
Quarterly  
Congregational 
Meeting 7pm 
 

20 
Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 
 

 

21 
Youth Group at 
Chautauqua Park 
7pm 
 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

23 
 
 
 
 

24 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 

25 

Lake Chapel– 
Dwight Grotberg 
9am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 

26 
 
 
   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

27 

Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 
 
Faith Evening 
Circle 7pm 
 

 

28 
Youth Group at 
Chautauqua Park 
7pm 
 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 

29 30 31 

2021 

Family Camp at Wilderness Bible Camp July 13-18 
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Sundays at Grace  Sundays at Zion 
     Divine Worship    10:30 AM             Divine Worship      9:00 AM 
                
             
          
 
Sundays: Lift High the Cross  KOVC (1490) 10 AM  KSJB(600) 8 AM  
Watch Live!  Sunday Mornings at 10:30 AM at www.gracefree.com/watch-online 
 
Church office hours are 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM, Mon-Fri              Phone:  (701) 845-2753     
 
E-mail:  gracefree@msn.com                                                       Website:  www.gracefree.com 
 
Senior Pastor Dennis Norby   thenorbys@msn.com 
Seminary Intern Scott Erickson    scfaer@hotmail.com 
Administrative Assistant~ Sarah Meester     gracefree@msn.com  
Youth Leaders~ Troy & Nikki Hanson    Troy– pavick44@gmail.com; Nikki– nikhanson@msn.com 
Children’s Ministry Leader~ Erin Dahl 


