
FOURTH PART: BAPTISM 

1 We have now finished with the three chief parts of our common Christian teaching. It 
remains for us to speak of our two sacraments, instituted by Christ. Every Christian ought to 
have at least some brief, elementary instruction in them because without these no one can be a 
Christian, although unfortunately in the past nothing was taught about them. 

 

What should every Christian have? 
 

3 In the first place, we must above all be familiar with the words upon which Baptism is 
founded and to which everything is related that is to be said on the subject, namely, where the 
Lord Christ says in Matt. 28:19, 

4 “Go into all the world, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 

Likewise in Mark 16:16, 
5 “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be 

condemned.” 
 
6 Observe, first, that these words contain God’s commandment and ordinance. You should 

not doubt, then, that Baptism is of divine origin, not something devised or invented by men. As 
truly as I can say that the Ten Commandments, the Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer are not spun 
out of any man’s imagination but revealed and given by God himself, so I can also boast that 
Baptism is no human plaything but is instituted by God himself. Moreover, it is solemnly and 
strictly commanded that we must be baptized or we shall not be saved. We are not to regard it 
as an indifferent matter, then, like putting on a new red coat. 

 

What must we not doubt? Why?  
 

8 But no matter how external it may be, here stand God’s Word and command which have 
been instituted, established, and confirmed in Baptism. What God instituted and commands 
cannot be useless. It is a most precious thing, even though to all appearances it may not be 
worth a straw. 
 
What do false teachers say about Baptism? 

 

10 To be baptized in God’s name is to be baptized not by men but by God himself. Although 
it is performed by men’s hands, it is nevertheless truly God’s own act. From this fact everyone 
can easily conclude that it is of much greater value than the work of any man or saint. For what 
work can man do that is greater than God’s work? 

11 Here the devil sets to work to blind us with false appearances and lead us away from 
God’s work to our own. It makes a much more splendid appearance when a Carthusian does 
many great and difficult works, and we all attach greater importance to our own achievements 
and merits. 



12 But the Scriptures teach that if we piled together all the works of all the monks, no matter 
how precious and dazzling they might appear, they would not be as noble and good as if God 
were to pick up a straw. Why? Because the person performing the act is nobler and better. 
Here we must evaluate not the person according to the works, but the works according to the 
person, from whom they must derive their worth. 

 

What does it mean to be baptized in God’s name?  
 
Why do other works appear more splendid and impressive?  

 

14 Now you can understand how to answer properly the question, What is Baptism? It is not 
simply common water, but water comprehended in God’s Word and commandment and 
sanctified by them. It is nothing else than a divine water, not that the water in itself is nobler 
than other water but that God’s Word and commandment are added to it. 

15 Therefore it is sheer wickedness and devilish blasphemy when our new spirits, in order to 
slander Baptism, ignore God’s Word and ordinance, consider nothing but the water drawn from 
the well, and then babble, “How can a handful of water help the soul?” 

16 Of course, my friend! Who does not know that water is water, if such a separation is 
proper? But how dare you tamper thus with God’s ordinance and tear from it the precious 
jeweled clasp with which God has fastened and enclosed it and from which he does not wish his 
ordinance to be separated? For the nucleus in the water is God’s Word or commandment and 
God’s name, and this is a treasure greater and nobler than heaven and earth. 

 

How is the water of Baptism a “divine water”? 
 
What do false teachers say about Baptism? 
 
What is the kernel in the water? 

 

21 In the same manner, and even much more, you should honor and exalt Baptism on 
account of the Word, since God himself has honored it by words and deeds and has confirmed 
it by wonders from heaven. Do you think it was a jest that the heavens opened when Christ 
allowed himself to be baptized, that the Holy Spirit descended visibly, and that the divine glory 
and majesty were manifested everywhere? 

22 I therefore admonish you again that these two, the Word and the water, must by no 
means be separated from each other. For where the Word is separated from the water, the 
water is no different from that which the maid cooks with and could indeed be called a 
bathkeeper’s baptism. But when the Word is present according to God’s ordinance, Baptism is a 
sacrament, and it is called Christ’s Baptism. This is the first point to be emphasized: the nature 
and dignity of this holy sacrament. 
 
How does God confirm Baptism as a sacrament? 
 
What must never be separated in Baptism? Why? 



24 To put it most simply, the power, effect, benefit, fruit, and purpose of Baptism is to save. 
No one is baptized in order to become a prince, but as the words say, to “be saved.”3 

 

For what reason or purpose was Baptism instituted? 
 

27 And where God’s name is, there must also be life and salvation. Hence it is well described 
as a divine, blessed, fruitful, and gracious water, for through the Word Baptism receives the 
power to become the “washing of regeneration,” as St. Paul calls it in Titus 3:5. 

 

What do we find wherever God’s name is found? 
 

29 But these leaders of the blind are unwilling to see that faith must have something to 
believe—something to which it may cling and upon which it may stand. Thus faith clings to the 
water and believes it to be Baptism in which there is sheer salvation and life, not through the 
water, as we have sufficiently stated, but through its incorporation with God’s Word and 
ordinance and the joining of his name to it. When I believe this, what else is it but believing in 
God as the one who has implanted his Word in this external ordinance and offered it to us so 
that we may grasp the treasure it contains? 
 
What is the connection between faith and Baptism? 
 

32 In the third place, having learned the great benefit and power of Baptism, let us observe 
further who receives these gifts and benefits of Baptism. 

33 This again is most beautifully and clearly expressed in these same words, “He who 
believes and is baptized will be saved,” that is, faith alone makes the person worthy to receive 
the salutary, divine water profitably. Since these blessings are offered and promised in the 
words which accompany the water, they cannot be received unless we believe them whole-
heartedly. 

34 Without faith Baptism is of no use, although in itself it is an infinite, divine treasure. So 
this single expression, “He who believes,” is so potent that it excludes and rejects all works that 
we may do with the intention of meriting salvation through them. For it is certain that whatever 
is not faith contributes nothing toward salvation, and receives nothing. 

 
Who is the person who receives the benefits of Baptism? 

 

35 However, it is often objected, “If Baptism is itself a work, and you say that works are of no 
use for salvation, what becomes of faith?” To this you may answer: Yes, it is true that our works 
are of no use for salvation. Baptism, however, is not our work but God’s (for, as was said, you 
must distinguish Christ’s Baptism quite clearly from a bath-keeper’s baptism). God’s works, 
however, are salutary and necessary for salvation, and they do not exclude but rather demand 
faith, for without faith they could not be grasped. 

 
3 Mark 16:16 



36 Just by allowing the water to be poured over you, you do not receive Baptism in such a 
manner that it does you any good. But it becomes beneficial to you if you accept it as God’s 
command and ordinance, so that, baptized in the name of God, you may receive in the water 
the promised salvation. This the hand cannot do, nor the body, but the heart must believe it. 

 

Why is Baptism not a work that we do to merit grace and mercy? 

 

41 In Baptism, therefore, every Christian has enough to study and to practice all his life. He 
always has enough to do to believe firmly what Baptism promises and brings—victory over 
death and the devil, forgiveness of sin, God’s grace, the entire Christ, and the Holy Spirit with 
his gifts. 

42 In short, the blessings of Baptism are so boundless that if timid nature considers them, it 
may well doubt whether they could all be true. 

43 Suppose there were a physician who had such skill that people would not die, or even 
though they died would afterward live forever. Just think how the world would snow and rain 
money upon him! Because of the pressing crowd of rich men no one else could get near him. 
Now, here in Baptism there is brought free to every man’s door just such a priceless medicine 
which swallows up death and saves the lives of all men. 

 

How is Baptism enough for a lifetime of learning? 
 

46 Since the water and the Word together constitute one Baptism, body and soul shall be 
saved and live forever: the soul through the Word in which it believes, the body because it is 
united with the soul and apprehends Baptism in the only way it can. No greater jewel, 
therefore, can adorn our body and soul than Baptism, for through it we obtain perfect holiness 
and salvation, which no other kind of life and no work on earth can acquire. 

Let this suffice concerning the nature, benefits, and use of Baptism as answering the 
present purpose. 
 
How do the body and soul benefit from Baptism? 
 
Why is Baptism the greatest jewel we have in this life?  
 
 


