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   A few people have joked around about hoping 
that 2020 was all just a bad dream that we will 
soon wake up from. Such a thought might be ok 
for a little small talk and joking around but the 
reality is that flipping the calendar from December 
to January doesn’t change the reality of the       
situation in which we live. We live in a sinful 
world filled with terrible troubles and chronic   
catastrophes.  
   Joseph might have hoped that after the difficulty 
of traveling to Bethlehem and maybe a few looks 
and words of question about Mary’s pregnancy 
that things were going to settle down. But the  
Magi came and worshipped the Christ child and 
likely spoke about the route that they had traveled. 
They likely spoke of the distance and time and 
also their stop for directions from the cruel King 
Herod. They were warned in a dream not to go 
back to Herod and Joseph was also warned in a 
dream take his family and to go to Egypt to flee 
Herod’s wrath. The dreams were God’s gift to all 
of them to help and protect them from Herod’s 
wicked schemes.  
   In Matthew chapter 2:19-23 we read, “But when 
Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord  
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, 
‘Arise and take the Child and His mother, and go 
into the land of Israel; for those who sought the 
Child's life are dead.’ And he arose and took the 
Child and His mother, and came into the land of 
Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was 
reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, 
he was afraid to go there. And being warned by 
God in a dream, he departed for the regions of 
Galilee, and came and resided in a city called 
Nazareth, that what was spoken through the 
prophets might be fulfilled, ‘He shall be called a 
Nazarene.’" 
   Herod was great in his wickedness I guess you 
could say.  He was known to have killed his wife 
and some of his children in what some would call 
paranoia and has sometimes been described as 
cruel and heartless. He did many horrible things in 
his desire to stay in power. His wickedness       
extended even to the murder of the male children 
2 and under in the town of Bethlehem.  
   A little earlier in the passage in Matthew (2:15) 
it records for us how Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 
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went to Egypt and their eventual move to        
Nazareth is a fulfillment of God’s plan. Hosea 
11:1 records the words of promise for us: “Out of 
Egypt I called my son.” After the dream Joseph 
took his family to Nazareth and settled there.    
Jesus the child grew up not in king’s palaces, not 
in affluent society, but we could say in a way, 
grew up on the wrong side of the tracks, in      
Nazareth, in Galilee of the Gentiles.  Even this is a 
picture to us of how Jesus came to suffer for us.  
He left the glory of heaven so that He would be 
mocked and ridiculed for you and me.   
   We don’t need dreams to reveal anything to us. 
We have been given God’s faithful Word and 
promise recorded for us in the Bible. In the   
Scripture we hear of Jesus who lived and died and 
rose again for us. In the Gospels we see how 
God’s grand plan of salvation unfolded in the 
sending of Jesus to be born of Mary and to be in 
the protective care of Joseph. The child whom 
Herod would have killed was sent for you.  God 
gave instructions so that our Savior would not be 
harmed.  At least not until the time came for His 
death on the Cross. We need not try to remember 
the dreams we had last night and interpret what 
we should do because of them.  In fact, to do so is 
foolishness. We have the sure Word of God that 
endures forever.  
   The year 2020 was a difficult year and our    
general attitude is usually to avoid difficulties. So, 
we hope and pray for peace and comfort.       
However, as we pray for those things, we should 
not forget that sometimes God uses our pain and 
sorrow for our benefit. Sometimes tragedy and 
hardship wake us up out of our “dreaming.” If we 
have lived without faith in God and have believed 
that everything is fine, we have been living in a 
false dream. The reality is we need the Son of God 
to wake us up, we need the Savior to raise us up 
and strengthen us to walk through whatever may 
come our way this year. 
   It is no dream but reality that Jesus has been 
born for us. Jesus has lived for us. Jesus has died 
for us. Jesus has been raised for us. This reality is 
better than any dream. Thanks be to God! 

In A Dream 
By Pastor Dennis Norby 



Grace Free Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting  

Thursday, January 7, 2021 

Deacons Meet 6:30pm 

Boards Meet 7pm 

Council Meets 8pm 
 

Complete Council meeting minutes and monthly 

financial report are available in the copy room. 
 

Financial Summary 
As of 12/31/20 
 General Fund=$102,768.99 
 Building Improvement Fund=$12,298.23 
(Sign=$1,483.23; Parking Lot=$315.00;  
Exterior Maintenance=$10,500.00) 
Scholarship Fund=$10,937.17 
Seminary Fund=$1,003.87 
General Fund CD=$20,258.64  
Parking Lot Fund CD=$35,388.56 
January-November 
General Fund Average Weekly Income $6,892.67 
General Fund Average Weekly Expense $5,630.96 

 

 

 

The Grace Annual Meeting will be held 

Sunday, January 17 at 1:00pm 
Reports are due January 6. 

In case of inclement weather the meeting will be 

held January 24. 

 
January 24, 2021 is Sanctity of Human Life 

Sunday. A special offering will be taken at 

Grace for the Life Fund. The   distribution of 

funds will be voted on at the annual meeting. 

Zion’s Schedule 

Sundays    

 9am Divine Worship 

 10am Fellowship 

Wednesdays  

 7pm Answers For Kids at Grace  

 7pm Youth Group at Grace 

 7pm Adult Bible Study at Grace 

Annual Meeting 

 Saturday, January 16 

 
At the December meeting of the Church 
Council, it was decided to add an item to the 
agenda for our Annual Meeting on January 
17th. After Pastor Borg left this Fall there have 

been questions about how the congregation should      
proceed. One possibility that has been brought up and 
discussed to some extent is to have a seminary intern 
come to Valley City. A seminary intern is a student who 
has completed three years of classroom study and will 
spend 12 months in a congregation (or congregations) 
learning in a congregation under supervision by the     
pastor. The intern is a student who is seeking to enter the 
pastoral ministry and would be given opportunities to 
participate in various parts of pastoral ministry through 
the year. 
   As this year has taught us, we don’t always know what 
might be coming next. The internship year allows a     
student to experience the life of a congregation and have a 
pastor supervising that experience, helping them navigate 
different circumstances that come up in everyday        
ministry. The internship year requires the congregation to 
provide a salary, housing, and some type of assistance for 
insurance for the intern and his family while they would 
be with us. The trustees have done some preparations on 
what the costs might be and have put that into a proposed 
budget that you can look at for the year coming up. 
   In a few discussions that I have had people have      
wondered what my thoughts might be about such a      
situation. I have been honest and wondered how much 
help I might be to a seminary student as a supervising 
pastor. But I have also been excited about what an       
opportunity such a student would have at Grace and Zion 
in Valley City. It seems to me that it would be a         
wonderful place to have a wide variety of opportunities 
and experiences in preparation for the pastoral ministry. 
Some have wondered if it might cause more work on my 
part and that can’t be determined for sure. In some things 
an intern might add duties but in other ways they would 
be alleviated. I do feel that the benefits to the               
congregation and the intern himself would outweigh any 
concerns about extra added work for me.  
   These are a few items that hopefully answer some of the 
questions you might have as we head into our              
congregational meeting. If you have additional questions, 
please feel free to contact me at the church and I will try 
to answer them to the best of my ability. Thanks! 
    Pastor Dennis  



Grace Free WMF Presents 

February 5 @ noon  through 

February 6 @ 9 pm 

Registration Contacts: 
Amy Milbrandt 
840-0848 
Becky Pfennig 
490-0355 
Nicole Hanson 
890-0316  

Key details: 
 

Pre-register by Sunday, January 31 

 

Doors open Friday at noon and 

close Saturday at 9 pm 

 

3 meals provided: free-will offering 

will be taken ($5-$10 per meal) 

 

Bring snack to share 

 

Invite friends! 

 

Be prepared for lots of laughter! 

 

Wi-fi available for online use 

 
 

Are you ready for a great weekend ladies? Come and enjoy 

one another’s fellowship, eat some food, have a few 

snacks and some caffeine. We will take time for God’s 

Word through worship, testimony, and prayer. And let’s not 

forget to get some crafting done! 

 

Maybe you scrapbook, quilt, color, crochet, knit...whatever 

your craft of choice is, come with your supplies, share with 

others and join in all the fun! Doors open Friday at noon, 

and we plan to head home on Saturday evening by 9 pm. 

Come for all or part of the time. You are always welcome! 

Also, we encourage you to bring a friend and make new 

ones! Last year was such a great time of fellowship! 

 

Pre-register by Sunday, January 31st, so we can prepare 

some delicious food for you! There is a sign-up sheet at the 

information center or contact Nikki, Becky or Amy. 

Fellowship - God’s Word - Crafting 

Let’s talk Food! 
We will provide three meals for everyone! We also encourage 

you to bring a snack to share with the group. The snack table 

can be grazed any time all weekend long! We will provide    

coffee and water, so feel free to bring whatever additional  

beverages you would like for yourself. A free-will offering will 

be taken for the meals and all the proceeds above the cost of 

food will be donated to a ministry by the WMF. 

 

Meals will be served around these times: Friday supper - 6:30 

Saturday Brunch - 10:45 Saturday Supper - 5 pm 

 

If you miss the time, leftovers will likely be available to reheat. 

 

Accommodations! 
You can join some of us for a good        

old-fashioned lock-in. Just bring an 

air bed or cot. We will have rooms 

available for you to set up your 

sleeping arrangements. Some 

couches are available to sleep on 

also! Otherwise head home or stay 

at a local hotel and come back    

Saturday morning. 

Covid Precautions: 
Masks are welcome and you are      

welcome to bring your own food. Tables 

will be spaced to allow for distancing. 

5th 

ANNUAL 



Free Lutheran Youth Church Convention (FLY) will be 
held July 5-10 at Estes Park, Colorado.  Registration 
starts on  January 6th, 2021 with a $150 deposit.  Any 
current 7th-12th grader may attend.  Grace Free       
Lutheran Church supports our Youth Group with the 
remaining cost of the convention.  You can register at  
https://www.flyconvention.org/ 
This is also where you may get many Covid and other 
questions answered.  Register before February 12th to 
get the cheapest rate.  You may be required to pay the 
extra amount if register after February 12th.  Ask Nikki 
for any other details or questions you may have for the 
convention.   
 

Youth Group meets 7pm 
Wednesdays at Grace 

 

Children’s Ministry News 
Sunday School 9:00 am 
Answers for Kids (prek- 6th grade)  
 Wednesdays-   
 Game Time (optional) 6:30-7pm  
 Class 7-8pm 

If church services or activities are canceled due to 

weather the announcement will be sent via email, 

posted on the Grace Free Facebook page & Grace 

Free Website, announced on KOVC radio 

1490AM and Valley News Live (Channel 4 & 11). 

If in doubt, feel free to call one of the pastors or 

deacons. 

Sunday morning worship services 
are livestreamed and archived at 
gracefree.com 
If you have any problems with the 

livestream, don’t hesitate to contact the church  
office. You may also participate in Wednesday 
night Bible study via Zoom. Contact the church 
office for the meeting information. 

 1  Samuel Borg (Kevin) 
     Rachel Drummond (John) 
 3  Becky Pfennig 
 4  Cheryll Borg 
     Teresa Perleberg 
 5  Hunter Berntson (Tim) 
     Caleb Norby (Dennis)  
     Sarah Miller  
 6  Tucker Perleberg (Jeff) 
 8  Richard Hass 
12 Seth Zeltinger (Jeremy) 
15 Isaac Norby (Dennis) 
     Matt Powers 
17 Tim Jordan 
20  Sawyer Dahl (Mardy) Missionaries 
      Tory Hafele (Jackie) 11 Tamba Abel 
21  Dana Jordan  22 Alexis Olson 
22  Roselyn Huber 
      Walt Schroeder 
23  Abby Peterson (Brent) 
      Rachel Richman 
24  Ava Shanenko (Jeremy) 
25  Cody Roswick 
26  Jeremy Shanenko 
27  Bill Hass   
      Nicole Powers 
31  Wyatt Sylling (Jason) 
      Trina Shanenko 

      
Quilting 
    Wednesday, January 13, 1pm 
Bible Study 
  Wednesdays at 7pm 
Men’s Discipleship  
 will not meet during the 
 month of January. 
Men’s Prayer 
 Saturdays at 7am 
 

 
 
 
 
 

If you need a contribution statement for 
2020, contact Sarah in the church office. 

https://www.flyconvention.org/


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     
 
 

1 2 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
Sunday School 
9am 
 
Fellowship 10am 
 
Divine Worship 
with Holy  
Communion 
10:30am 
 

4 

 
 

5 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
Confirmation 6pm 
 
Answers For Kids 
7pm 
 
Youth Group 7pm 
 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 

7 

Deacons Meet 
6:30pm 
 
Boards Meet 7pm 
 
Council Meets 
8pm 
 
 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
 

9 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 

10 
Sunday School 
9am 
 
Fellowship 10am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 
 
 
 

11 
 
 
 
 
 

12 

 
 

13  Quilting 1pm 
 
Confirmation 6pm 
 
Answers For Kids 
7pm 
 
Youth Group 7pm 
 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 

14 

 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 

Sunday School 
9am 
Fellowship 10am 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 
Annual Meeting 
1pm 

18 
 
 

19 
 
 

20 
Confirmation 6pm 
 
Answers For Kids 
7pm 
 
Youth Group 7pm 
 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

22 
 
 
 
 

23 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 

24 
 
Sunday School 9am 
Fellowship 10:30am 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 

31 
Sunday School 9am 
Fellowship 10:30am 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 

25 

 
 
                                   
 

 
 
 
 
 

26 
 
 

27 
Confirmation 6pm 
 
Answers For Kids 
7pm 
 
Youth Group 7pm 
 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 

28 29 30 

Ladies Crafting  

Weekend  

February 5, 12pm- 

February 6, 9pm 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRACE FREE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2351 WEST MAIN ST. 
VALLEY CITY   ND 58072 

 

«AddressBlock» 

 
Sundays at Grace  Sundays at Zion 
     Sunday School 9:00 AM                                                                       Divine Worship      9:00 AM 
     Divine Worship    10:30 AM                 
             
          
 
Sundays: Lift High the Cross  KOVC (1490) 10 AM  KSJB(600) 8 AM  
Listen Live!  Sunday Mornings at 10:30 AM at www.gracefree.com 
 
Church office hours are 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM, Mon-Fri              Phone:  (701) 845-2753     
 
E-mail:  gracefree@msn.com                                                       Website:  www.gracefree.com 
 
Senior Pastor Dennis Norby   thenorbys@msn.com 
Administrative Assistant~ Sarah Meester     gracefree@msn.com  
Youth Leaders~ Troy & Nikki Hanson    Troy– pavick44@gmail.com; Nikki– nikhanson@msn.com 
Children’s Ministry Leader~ Erin Dahl 


