
[INFANT BAPTISM] 

47 Here we come to a question by which the devil confuses the world through his sects, the 
question of infant Baptism. Do children also believe, and is it right to baptize them? 

 

What are the questions Satan uses to confuse us about infant Baptism?  
 

49 That the Baptism of infants is pleasing to Christ is sufficiently proved from his own work. 
God has sanctified many who have been thus baptized and has given them the Holy Spirit. Even 
today there are not a few whose doctrine and life attest that they have the Holy Spirit. Similarly 
by God’s grace we have been given the power to interpret the Scriptures and to know Christ, 
which is impossible without the Holy Spirit. 

50 Now, if God did not accept the Baptism of  infants, he would not have given any of them 
the Holy Spirit nor any part of him; in short, all this time down to the present day no man on 
earth could have been a Christian. Since God has confirmed Baptism through the gift of His Holy 
Spirit, as we have perceived in some of the fathers, such as St. Bernard, Gerson, John Hus, and 
others, and since the holy Christian church will abide until the end of the world, our adversaries 
must acknowledge that infant Baptism is pleasing to God. For he can never be in conflict with 
himself, support lies and wickedness, or give his grace and Spirit for such ends. 

 

What does Luther say “proves” that infants are to be baptized?  
 

1 Corinthians 12:3  
 

52 Further, we are not primarily concerned whether the baptized person believes or not, for 
in the latter case Baptism does not become invalid. 

53 Everything depends upon the Word and commandment of God. This, perhaps, is a rather 
subtle point, but it is based upon what I have already said, that Baptism is simply water and 
God’s Word in and with each other; that is, when the Word accompanies the water, Baptism is 
valid, even though faith be lacking. For my faith does not constitute Baptism but receives it. 
Baptism does not become invalid even if it is wrongly received or used, for it is bound not to 
our faith but to the Word. 
 
Why aren’t we concerned whether the infant “believes”?  

 

Ephesians 5:24-26  
 
 
 
 
 
 



57 We do the same in infant Baptism. We bring the child with the purpose and hope that he 
may believe, and we pray God to grant him faith. But we do not baptize him on that account, 
but solely on the command of God. Why? Because we know that God does not lie. My neighbor 
and I—in short, all men—may err and deceive, but God’s Word cannot err. 

 

Why do we bring infants to Baptism? 
 
What alone cannot err or deceive? 
 
Luke 17:1-2 
 
Ephesians 2:8-9 
 
Titus 1:1-2 

 

60 Let the conclusion therefore be that Baptism always remains valid and retains its 
integrity, even if only one person were baptized and he, moreover, did not have true faith. For 
God’s ordinance and Word cannot be changed or altered by man. 

61 But these fanatics are so blinded that they do not discern God’s Word and 
commandment. They regard Baptism only as water in the brook or in the pot, and magistrates 
only as ordinary people. And because they see neither faith nor obedience, they conclude that 
these ordinances are in themselves invalid. 

62 Here lurks a sneaky, seditious devil who would like to snatch the crown from the rulers 
and trample it under foot and would, in addition, pervert and nullify all God’s work and 
ordinances. 

63 We must therefore be watchful and well armed and not allow ourselves to be turned 
aside from the Word, regarding Baptism merely as an empty sign, as the fanatics dream. 

 

Why do the fanatics want people to be rebaptized?  
 
What is the devil’s goal when it comes to Baptism? 
 
2 Corinthians 10:3-5  
 

74 Here you see that Baptism, both by its power and by its signification, comprehends also 
the third sacrament, formerly called Penance, which is really nothing else than Baptism. 

75 What is repentance but an earnest attack on the old man and an entering upon a new 
life? If you live in repentance, therefore, you are walking in Baptism, which not only announces 
this new life but also produces, begins, and promotes it. 

76 In Baptism we are given the grace, Spirit, and power to suppress the old man so that the 
new may come forth and grow strong. 

 

Why does Baptism include the “third Sacrament”?  
 



How does a Christian live in repentance? 
 
Rom 6:3-6  

 

77 Therefore Baptism remains forever. Even though we fall from it and sin, nevertheless we 
always have access to it so that we may again subdue the old man. 

78 But we need not again have the water poured over us. Even if we were immersed in 
water a hundred times, it would nevertheless be only one Baptism, and the effect and 
signification of Baptism would continue and remain. 

79 Repentance, therefore, is nothing else than a return and approach to Baptism, to resume 
and practice what had earlier been begun but abandoned. 

 

How does Baptism abide forever?  
 
What is repentance? 
 
Ez 36:25-28 

 
 
84 Therefore let everybody regard his Baptism as the daily garment which he is to wear all 

the time. Every day he should be found in faith and amid its fruits, every day he should be 
suppressing the old man and growing up in the new. 

85 If we wish to be Christians, we must practice the work that makes us Christians. 
86 But if anybody falls away from his Baptism let him return to it. As Christ, the mercy-seat, 

does not recede from us or forbid us to return to him even though we sin, so all his treasures 
and gifts remain. As we have once obtained forgiveness of sins in Baptism, so forgiveness 
remains day by day as long as we live, that is, as long as we carry the old Adam about our necks.   
 
How should everyone regard his or her Baptism?  
 
What should we do when we fall into sin? Why?  
 
Galatians 3:27 
 
Romans 3:23-28 


